By the Right 


Preach'd, and a 


CHARGE 


Given at the 


Triennial Viſitation | 


OF THE 
Dioceſe of SALISBURY. 


7970 5 nd "REY in GOD, 
' GILBER Tord! Biſhop! oy” SARUM. 


— — — — retro ns — FED : 
7 | 

ng 

LONDON: h 
4 


* 


Printed for J. CuuxcH LL, at the Black Swan in 


Pater-Nofter. mpCcxrv. 
. 


# 4 | 
r tn Ahn Mend. at. a. w CY dt 4 F WY * 


* * Ss A FI acc tt 


A 
RMON 
Preach'd at the 


Is E 


Triennial Viſitation 
OF THE 


IDiocksk of Salisbury. 


0 Acrs xx. Ver. 32. 

And now, Brethren, I commend you to God, and 

= to the Word of his Grace, which is able 
to build you up, and to give you an Inheri- 
tance among all them which are ſandified. 


[ HESE Words are a Part of St. Paul's 
Farewel, and laſt Speech to thoſe of Ephe- 
ſus He reckoned that they were to ſee 
his Face no more; he foreſaw by the 

Spirit of Prophecy, that after his Departure grie- 
vous Wolves were to break in upon them, breath- 
ing out Cruelty and Perſecution, not ſparing the 
Flack This was accompliſhed firſt in the l 
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and furious Oppoſition that the Jadaiſers, chiefly 
the Zealots among them, did raiſe againſt the 
Doctrine preached by the Apoſtles, in particular, 
the delivering the Geztiles from the Obligation to 
the Moſaical Obſervances, but that was to be fol- 
lowed by a more dreadful and laſting Perſecu. | 
tion, that was to come on them from the Hea- 
thens, who in a Succeſſion of ſome Ages, and by | 
many repeated Cruelties, ſtudied. to extinguiſh | 
Chriſtianity, ſparing no Corner or Part of the | 
Church. : 
With this he foreſaw another more ſubtile and“ 
more dangerous Miſchiet that was to break our, 
when ſome among themſelves ſhould ariſe and peak 
perverſe Things, and draw Diſciples after them. This 
was ſadly fulfilled in the corrupt DoQtrines of thoſe 
Hereticks, who diſtracted the Church, and both 
broached falſe and impious Tenets, and gave the 
Riſe to many Schiſms and Diviſions that rent and 
tore the Body, which is and ought to be one, as it 
has but one Head. St. Paul apprehending or fore. 
ſeeing thoſe ill Conſequences that were to follow 
ſoon after his leaving them, provides for their Se- 
curity againſt theſe, and againſt all other Evils | 
He commends them to God, or as the Word is more! 
ſtrictly, He preſents them to God, depoſites them 
with him, and offers them to the Love and Mer. 
cies of him who governs all Things, and whol: 
Providence watches over all thoſe who put them. 
ſelves under his Protection. But belides this Con. 
fidence he had in God, and in his Attributes, he 
more particularly committed them to the federal 
Bleſſings that were ſecured to them, by thoſe 
Pio. 
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„ Promiſes made them in the Goſpel, which God of 
y his Grace and Goodneſs had revealed to them. 
0 This would be ſufficient to raiſe them up to, be 


„„ oh Temples to God, and to maintain that Spiritual 
. Building againſt all the Oppoſition and Shocks 
8 that they ſhould meet with, eit her from the open 
- Enemies, or the ſecret Corrupters of this their 


6 moſt holy Faith: It would alſo ſecure to them an 
0 Adqmittance into the Poſſeſſion of that Kingdom, 
h of which by their ſecond Birth they were made 
ne the Heirs. But that they might not deceive them- 
ſelves with imaginary Hopes that would fail them, . 
he gives the certain Character of all thoſe who 
bad a Right to look for a Share of that Inheri- 
ni 7426 ; it was not the aſſociating themſelves to the 
>W Body of Chriſtians, the profeſſing the Doctrines, 
or obſerving the Rituals that were enjoined in 
bel this Religion, but their being truly SanFified, their 
the becoming holy, as he who called them was holy, in all 


and „anner of Converſation, This is the only Thing 
as that gives a Title to that Inheritance. The Words 
"ag being thus opened, they lead us to meditate more 


8. particularly on theſe, Frve Things. 5 


vil I. That when we apprehend, either the open 
den Violence, or the ſecret Practices of the Ene- 
er. mies of our holy Faith, we ought to fly to, 
=] and depend on God, on his Attributes, and 
k e, on his Aſſiſtance and Providence. 
_ II. We ought more particularly to truſt to the 
; P Promiſes that Chriſt has given us in the 
deralfl 9 

thoſeſ 


-_ III. That 
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III. That by theſe we ſhall be built up, and 


eſtabliſhed as a holy Temple to God. 

IV. That from theſe we may reſt aſſured, we 
ſhall have a Share in the Glory that ſhall be 
revealed. 

V. That our Title, both to Protection, Support, 
and Reward, ariſes from our being inwardly 
purified and ſanctified, and not from out ward 
Appearances or Privileges. To return. 


1. When we apprehend either the open Vio- 
lence, or the ſecret Practices of the Enemies of 
our Holy Faith, we ought to fly to, and depend 
on God, on his Attributes, and on his Aſſiſtance 
and Providence. If we call to Mind how many 
ſad Inſtances we ſee in others, or feel in our ſelves, 
of the Feebleneſs of our Natures, how frail we 
perceive our ſelves to be; how ſoon we may be 
overcome, and how ſubje& we are to be deceiv'd, 
we will ſoon be convinced, that we have no Rea» 
ſon to truſt to our ſelves, or to rely on our own 
Strength. We have mighty Adverſaries, ſtrong 

and watchful, cunning as well as cruel, and in 
us there is no Strength. The Love of Life lies 
deep in our Nature : Poverty and Impriſonments 
are of a hard Digeſtion ; languiſhing in Torture, 
and dreadiul Burnings, are Things 10 contrary to 
our Natures, that unleſs we are raiſed above our 
ſelves, by a ſuperiour Principle, that transforms 
and exalts us into a Participation of the Divine 
Nature, we ſhall certainly faint in Day of Tryal. 


There 
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There are grievous Wolves who are now how- 


ling about us, and ſeem to be in full hope that 
they ſhall have us quickly in their Power ; and 
then we may be well aſſured that they will not 
ſpare the Flock. Where they prevail, they have 
many Eyes ; for they have Spies every where : 
Looks, Words, and every Circumſtance of Men, 
eſpecially of ſuſpected Men's Behaviour, are watch- 
ed and reported with all invidious Aggravations : 
Theſe are readily believed, eſpecially where there 


is a Proſpe& of Wealth to be got by deſtroying. 
the Owners. This is the Practice of thoſe Wolves 


in Popery, where they have Strength enough to get 
every Thing put in the Power ot a Court of In- 
quiſition : And they reckon that their Work is 


never finiſhed till that is eſtabliſhed; with theſe - 


there is no Mercy, and from them their is no Re- 


demption. We have been often as in the Lions 


Mouth, and as on the Horns of the Unicorns, how 
near we are now to it, God only knows. They 
boaft in all Places beyond Sea, that we are quick- 
0 to fall into their Hands; they do this with 
u 


ch bold Airs of Aſſurance, that they ſeem to 


have more than ordinary Grounds for ſuch their 


Confidence. This certainly ought to tell us, That 
it is now high Time for us to awake. out of Sleep, and 
to prepare us that we may reſiſt even unto Blood, 


ſtriving againſt Sin, and the Man of Sin. 


It is the Character of an abject Mind to fear 
where no Fear is, but it is the Character of a 
Man drunk even to Madneſs, to lie donn in the 


midſt of the Sea, or to lie upon the Top of 4 Maſt : 
God grant we may ſee our Danger in Time, and 


not 


| 
h 
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no be driven to that Apology and poor After-game 
of Fools, of ſaying, when all is utterly loſt ; Who 
could have thought it? 


An open Perſecution has indeed a dreadful Fact, 


but perhaps what comes after it in St. Pauls Diſ- 


courſe is no leſs formidable, that fomeamong them- 
ſelves ſhould riſe up and ſpeak perverſe Things: This, 
as St. Paul ſpoke it, related to the Hereſies and 


Schiſms that were to riſe in the Church, and that 
were to be managed with a perverſe Temper, by 
Men who were apt to lie in wait to deceive - How 
great a Plague this has been to the Chriſtian 
Church, all who know any thing of its Hiſtory 


muſt be well acquainted with it. Some of theſe Er- 
rors have ſtruck at the Foundation of the Faith, the 
moſt ſacred Articles of our Faith: Others have cor. 
rupted the Worſhip of God with a Mixture of Hea- 


theniſn Superſtition and Idolatry : While to main- 
tain all their Corruptions, an Authority has been 
uſurped over both the Eccleſiaſtical and the Tem- 


poral Powers, and even over the Laws of God 
himſelf. To ſupport all this, proper Baits have 
been thrown out to draw many after them. 

The Libertines have a Relaxation of Morals, ſo 


they will take it from their Confeſſor, or buy it 


from the Pope: An outward Splendor and Pagean- 
try with pompous Proceſſions, ſerve to blind the 


unthinking Multitude; and incredible Swarms of 


Regulars every where, diſtinguiſhed in their vari- 


ous Orders, take the Word from their Generals, 


and hand it about among their Votaries. 
Thus we may in a large Senſe underſtand what 


may be meant by ſome among ourſelves; but I 1 
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I heartily wiſh, they may not be too well applied 
in a ſtricter Senſe to ſome among our ſelves who 
ſpeak perverſe Things, who like the Donatiſts of old, 
would confine Chriſtianity it ſelf to be within 
their own Pale ; as if none were zo be reckoned 
baptized Chriſtians, but thoſe that are ſo in the 
regular Way. By this a great Part, even of 
Popery is cut off, among whom Baptiſm by Mid- 
wives is publickly authoris'd and commonly pra- 
ctiſed: This was derived from them, and conni- 
ved at among us for about half a Century. This 
cuts off at once all the foreign Proteſtants from be- 
ing Chriſtians; beſides, Multitudes among our 
ſelves, that were baptized a little above 50 Year 
ago, This will annul the Orders, and all Things 
done in Vertue of them, of many among us: And 
yet after all theſe Conſequences, and in Contempt 
of the uninterrupted Senſe of the Church in all 
Ages, a few only excepted, in the middle of the 
Third Century, this begins to be contended for 
with unuſual Heat. The whole State of our Re- 
formation, and the Progreſs of it under the Au- 
thority of our Princes, 1s openly arraigned, and a 
pretended Independency of the Church on the 
State is boldly claimed, contrary to what was 
from the beginning of our Reformation, till with- 
in theſe very few Years, the conſtant and unani- 
mous Doctrine of our whole Church, without one 
ſingle Exception to the contrary, The Sacrifice 
made in the Sacrament that is ſo carneſtly con- 
tended for, is either only a Queſtion about Words, 
or it is plain, that the Sacrament as Celebrated 
among us, is no Sacrifice: Since we have none of 

B | thoſe 


ä 
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thoſe Forms in our Liturgy, pretended to be | 
neceſſary to the making it a Sacrifice, So if this | 
is neceſſary to the Perfection of the Euchariſt, E 
we have been now above a hundred and fifty 
Years without a compleat Sacrament, under a De-. 
fect, which ſome think Eſſential to the Being of 
a Sacrament, and by Conſequence of a Church. 
The Neceſſity of Confeſſhon and Abſolution are 
pleaded for with much Heat. but T muſt add with 
very little Knowledge; for which as there is no 
Warrant in Scripture, nor in the firſt Ages of the 
Church, ſo when it had crept in by Degrees, all“ 
the Publick Difcipline of the Church was over- 
turned by it, and it is now the chief Engine of Ty. 
ranny, and the great Occaſion of the Corruption of 
Morais in that Church that practices it. Thus we 
are going off from our eſtabliſned Doctrine and 
Worſhip, while thoſe who ſow theſe Tares among 
us, ſtudy to draw Diſciples after them; they take 
to themſelves the Name of the CHURCH, they 
raiſe Animoſities, they make Parties, and have 
, kindled a moſt unnatural War among us, which 
| as it at preſent both divides and diſtracts us; 
| ſeo if it is not prevented by the good Providence of 
| | God, muſt end in utter Ruin and Deſtruction. 
What unkind Cenſures, and uncharitable Refle- 
tions, what falſe Inſinuations, and black Calum- | 
nies, Men of this Spirit vent daily, is but too vi-“ 
ſible ; and that not only againſt their Brethren, but | 
; | againſt thoſe whom they call Fathers, yet they treat | 
them as Enemies, who may well apply the firſt 
Words of a Verſe of David's on theſe Occaſions, | 
and I hope they make no worſe uſe of it than he 


did, 
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did, who ſaid, For my Love they are my Adverſaries, Pal. cix. v. 4. 
but I give my ſelf unto Prayer. 

W hen we have ſuch a Pace of Things in View, 
what is to be done ? Shall we go out in our own 
Strength, againſt both the Power and the Artifices 
of our Enemies ? Shall we preſume on our own 
Abilities, the Firmneſs of our own Minds, or the 
Fixedneſs of our Reſolutions? We have but too 
many and too ſad Occaſions, to know how little 
we can depend on our felves. St. Paul here leads 
us to the Rack that is higher than we are, as to a 
ſtrong Habitation to which we may always reſort : He 
commends thoſe he ſpeaks to, to God,the Great and 
Mighty Gop, who does what he will in Heaven 
and Earth, and who cannot abandon thoſe thar 
truſt to him. He ſees all Things, and is it poſſi- 
ble to think that there is a God, and yet to think 
that he can look on and ſee any of his Creatures 
that call upon him, and that walk in their Integrity 
before him, engaged in Troubles and Difficulties, 
eſpecially if they come upon them for their ad- 
hering to their Duty to him, and yet not watch 
over them for good ? Nor can we believe a Pro- 
vidence, and yer think that thoſe who have the 
beſt Claim to it, can be neglected or forſaken by 
it, when they are engaged in a hard Struggle for 
keeping a good Conſcience : It is impoſſible to be- 
lieve the Attributes and the Providence of God, 

| and not to reſt aſſured that he will zever leave nor 
forſake thoſe who put their whole Truſt and Confi- 
dence 1n him, and do not deliberately run into any 
Thing, that may juſtly forteit the Right they have 
to a Share, in a particular and diſtinguiſhing Care 
B 2 and 
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Pfal. exviii. 
23. 


and Direction: For if God has a general Care of 
his whole Creation, then certainly the beſt Parts 
of it, and that upon the moſt Critical Occaſions, 
may expect a watchful Hand always ready to pro- 
tet and aſſiſt them, either to diſſipate their Fears, 
or to fortify them in the Hour of Tryal. This is 
that which we may rely on from the general Be- 


lief of the Attributes of God, and of his Provi- 


dence ; therefore we ought to traſt in the Lord, and 
to be doing good; and thus committing our Way | 
or Deſigns to him, we may reſt aſſured that he wil 
bring it to paſs, ; 5 

Vet we are not to truſt ſo entirely to Providence } 
as to be remiſs, expecting Miraculous Interpoſiti- 
ons; it at ſome times Things have fallen out fo | 
Critically, that all Men did ſay, This is the Lord's | 
doing, yet we ought not to preſume on the Return 


ol ſuch extraordinary Events: But we mult ſee þ 


what is our Duty, either in the way of doing or of 
ſuffering, and that as well in our ſecret Interceſſi. 
ons at the Throne of Grace, as in our Publick 
Actings; ſtill keeping within our Sphere and Sta- 
tion. If we purſue this diligently, and call on all 
within our Reach, and under our Care, to the 
tame Earneſtneſs both in Private and Publick ; we] 
may juſtly aſſure our ſelves, that either all thoſe 


Clouds that do now gather and thicken, and ſeem} 
ready todiſcharge themſelves into Storms and Tem- 
peſts, and into dreadful Convulſions, ſhall be quite] 


diſſipated ; and that a happy Calm ſhall quiet al 
our Fears; or that God will ſo order every Thing 
that concerns us, that we ſhall be ſupported in 
bearing any Share that may be aſſigned us, and that 

we 
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we ſhall be fo fortified in the inner Man, that we 
ſhall be in all Things wore than Conquerors: Let us 
not therefore vaioly truſt to the Strength of our 
Minds, to the Degrees of our Knowledge, to the 
preſent Heat we may feel in our Tempers, or to 
the Zeal with which they may boil; all theſe may 
fail us in an Hour of Tryal : That which we ought 
torely on, 1s When in an humble Miſtruſt of our- 
ſelves, we ſtudy to work out our Salvation with fear 
and trembling : Even while we ſtand, taking heed leaſt 


we fall, caſting all. our Care and Burden upon God. 


II. I go next to the Second Head, which is this, 
that though the general Belief of the Attributes and 
Providence of God, is a juſt Ground of an aſſured 
Confidence, on which we may fafely rely, and to 
which we may commit ourſelves, as well as com- 
mend others; yet we Chriſtians have a more ex- 
plicit and authentical Aſſurance given us in the 
Goſpel ; on which we may moſt certainly depend : 


The Grace of God that brings Salvation hath appeared: Titus ii. 2. 


This Grace and Favour was declared by the Son of 
God, who was 1n all things like unto us, Sin only 
excepted : He, by his Death hath made Atone- 
ment for our Sins, and hath reconciled us to God ; 
he has eſtabliſhed a New Covenant upon better 
Promiſes ; and is now our Mediator and Interceſſor 
wich his Father, for obtaining to us all thoſe Aids 
that are neceſſary for us: He has promiſed more 
particularly, that our Prayers ſhall be heard, and 


that he will do for us whatſoever we ſhall ast the Father John xiv. 13, 
in his Name : that he will ſend out his Spirit to dwell 16, 26, 27. 


in us, and to abide with us, to guide us and to comfort 


is 


. SERMON Preach'd 


— 


as: He hath left his Peace or Reconciliation to us, 


upon which he tells us all, in the Perſons of his Di- ri 
| l ſciples, let not your heart be troubled, neither be ye E 
afraid: He bids us ask what we will, provided we abide tl 
in him and it ſhall be done unto as, He has aſſured t. 
Joh. xvi- 27, us, that the Father himſelf loveth us if we love the o 
33. Son, and believe that he came out from God, Theſe f 
Things he ſaid to his Diſciples, concluding he had Wl p 
ſaid all this, that in him we might have Peace; in 
the World we (hall have Tribulation, but he encou- e 
rages us with this, that he had overcome the World. 
And in his laſt Prayer to his Father, after that he 
| had made all theſe Promiſes, he prays his Holy n 
Father that he would keep through his own Name, or f 
Joh. xvii. 11, Authority, thoſe whom he had given him, that they b 
\ 15,17. might be one, as the Father and he were one; not that v 
| 5 he would take them out of the World, but that he mould h 
keep them from the Evil, and ſanctiſie them byhis Trath, v 
for his Word was Truth. This Word, or theſe Pro- þ 
miſes are true, made by him who was true, and we t 
are in him who was the Way, the Truth, and the 0 
Life. Ar 
Why do we call our ſelves Chriſtians, if we do b 
not believe thoſe Promiſes that Chriſt made in ſo WM c 
ſolemn a manner, when he was upon the Point of i i: 
leaving his Diſciples, and of Sealing all that he had e 
Ia. lv. 3. thus promiſed with his Blood? The Blood of the Exer- | 
laſting Covenant that is perfect, well ordered in all n 
Things and ſure. This is the Word of God's Grace, 
of his Favour to Mankind, to which St. Paw! com- © 
mends thoſe he ſpeaks to. If we ſet a true Value i a 
on the Words of the Son of God, and conſider them E 
as the Foundations of our Faith and hope, we avs ; 
rea t 
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read them frequently, we will lay them up in our 
Hearts, and meditate much on them. It is on 
theſe Promiſes that we have a Right totruſt to God, 
to call on him, and always to depend on this, that 
our Prapers are heard, and ſhall in due time be an- 
ſwer'd: We are not at all times to expect that the 
particular Petitions we offer up ſhall be granted: 
When St. James and St. Peter were both impriſon- 
ed, no doubt the Churches prayed for both ; but St. 
Peter was delivered, while St, James received his 
Crown. God was glorified in both; ſo we muſt 
not reckon that the particulars for which we pray, 
ſhould be always granted in our Way. God knows 
beſt how he is to be glorified, whether in the Ser- 
vices or in the Sufferings of his Saints: And in this 
his own Glory, and the Good of his Church, in 
28 which it is impoſſible for him to be miſtaken, will 
be taken care of in the propereſt Methods and at 
the fitteſt time. If then we believe that the Son 
of God proved his Miſſion ſrom the Father, by 
the many undeniable Miracles that were wrought 
by him, and above all by his Reſurrection, his Aſ- 
cenſion, and the Sending of the Holy Ghoſt ; and 
if we believe that it is impoſſible for God, or for 
one that ſpeaks in his Name to lie : We muſt be- 
lieve that all the Promiſes that he made ſhall be 
2 moſt certainly performed. 
It is the common Prattice of Deceivers to throw 
out ſuch Promiſes as may draw many Followers 
about them: But we cannot without the utmoſt 
Folly, as well as Impiety, fuſpe@ in this Caſe any 
Thing of that Nature. Chriſt told his Diſciples 
that they muſt tate ap their Croſs, and be * 
oſe 
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1 Pet. iv. 14. 


2 Cor. 1. 5. 


Heb, xi. 28. 


loſe their Lives for his Sake, ſo here was no practice 
on their Hopes: T his on the contrary was the rea- 
dieſt Way to diſcourage and frighten them. This 


has alſo been the Portion of his Followers on ma- 


ny Occaſions ; but at the ſame time that they were 
made Partakers of his Sufferings, his Spirit called 
the Spirit of Glory did reſt on them, in ſo eminent a 
manner, that inſtead of being terrified with ſo diſ- 
mal a Proſpect, they rejoiced and gloried in this, 
That they were thought worthy to ſuſſer for his Name: 
And in all their Sufferings they were more than Con- 
querors, for as the Sufferings of Chriſt abounded in 
them, ſo their Conſolation did alſo abound by Chriſt, 
It is therefore to him that we ought to commit 
all our Anxieties about thoſe Truths which he re- 
vealed to the World, for in the preſerving of theſe 
his Glory is immediately concerned. He knows 
whether the true Intereſt and beſt State of Reli— 
gion 1s moſt advanced, by outward Proſperity, and 
the Protection of Law, by our living in Eaſe and 


Plenty, ina Fulneſs of Bread, and of the Secular 


Advantages that do now abound with us; or whe- 
ther the true Ends of Religion will not be better 


advanced, as they were in the firſt Ages of Chri- 


ſtianity, while the Goſpel was under the Croſs, 
while Biſhops were the firſt expoſed to be Sacrifi- 
ces to the Fury of their Perſecutors, and the Chri- 
ſtians were forced to wander in Deſerts and Moun- 
tains, andin Dens and Caves of the Earth, It ap- 
peared then as it had done of old, that they were 
the Men of whom the World was not worthy. The 
Truth of it is, our Religion is ſo ſunk from what 
it was, and what it {till ought to be, that we ſeem 

to 
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to have little more than the outwW ard Form of it left : 
So that tho? we have a Name that we live, we are 
for the much greater Part really dead. He who 
purchaſed the Church with his own Blood, knows 
belt what are the moſt proper Methods to defend 
and improve it; to raiſe again the Spirit of true 
Religion, that is under ſuch viſible Decays, thar 
ſcarce any Thing remains but a Mask and Shew, 
and that is ſo ill put on, that it cannot in any Sort 
diſguiſe thoſe, who live in open and avowed Im- 
moralities of the worſt Sort. In many others, all 
the Life or Heat that appears in them, is in their 
bitter Zeal, in cenſorious Detraction, and in all 
the Exceſſes of Faction and Uncharitableneſs. 
While we are in ſo bad a State, inſenſible to all 
the ordinary Methods of Providence, neither 
= wrought on by Bleſſings and Deliverances, nor 
ZW awakened by threatening Appearances, going on 
in our Irreligion and Impieties, who knows but 
the Sentence ſhall be, cut it down why cumbereth it Luke iti, 7, 
e Ground any longer? I will come and remove the Rev. ii. 5. 
Candleſtick out of its Place, or whither he will caſt 
into great Tribulation, and kill our Children with , 22 
Death: So that all the Churches ſhall know, that he 


. 23. 


G earches the Reins and Hearts, and will render to every 
75 an according to his Works, Or if he will in Mer- 


Wy to us, make thoſe of the Synagogue of Satan, Rev. iii. 9, 10. 
0 ſay they are the only true Chriſtians, but are not 
do lie, to come and worſhip before our Feet, ſo 
"at it ſhall appear that he has loved as, and that 
Wc will keep us from the Hour of Temptation, which 
% come on ſo many Parts of the World to trythem 
amel on the Earth, 
| C Which 
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W hich of all theſe is to be our Sentence, can | 


only be known to God; the firſt is the dreadful- 


leſt, as the laſt is the happieſt of all: May we be 


delivered from the one, and if it be his holy Will, : 


have a Share in the other. For we may humbly R 
hope, that tho? we have but a little Strength, take 


it either inwardly or outwardly, yet ſince we have 
Rev. iii. 8. kept his Word and have not denied his Name, but 
maintain and outwardly profeſs the true Religion, 


that therefore God will through the Interceſſion of 


Chriſt, preſerve us from falling under the Power of 3 
thoſe Corrupters of his holy Religion, and the Per. 
ſecutors of thoſe who adhere to it. f 


III. To go on to my next Head, this Word, that 
is, this Goſpel is able to build as ap. This is ſaid in 5 
purſuance of a Simily taken from the Temple off 
Feruſalem, and applied by St. Paul to the ChurchF 
in a noble Allegory, in which a Church is ſet forth 
as laid on the Foundation of Jeſus Chriſt, the tru 
Rock on whom only it is built; but by ſeverilF 
Builders, and in different Manners, ſome rearing 

Cor. iii. 12. UP a Temple of Gold and Silver and precious Stone 
not Gems, for that were an abſurd Figure, buf 
Stones of Value, of Marble, large and well pol: 
ſhed, like the Temple at Jeruſalem, in which thi 
Holy Place, and the holieſt of all was covered with 
in with Gold: By this is ſignified the raiſing a no 
ble Superſtructure, upon the Belief and Princip 
of Chriſtianity, of, a pure Worſhip, excellent Mc 
rals, and a well compacted, and duly regulate 
Government: Such a Charch fo raiſed up cannd 
Juffer much by the Fire of Perſecution, It has 
Firmneſs in it ſelf, and a reſiſting Force, not cali) 


maſtereh 
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maſtered even by ſuch Burnings; whereas a Church 
built indeed upon the ſame Foundation, but raiſed 
up, as thoſe are which we call Paper - buildings, of 
Wood and Hay, and of Stubble cemented toge- 
ther, that is of ſuperſtitious Practices, doubtful 
Opinions, with other weak Performances, feebly 
managed with little Order ard leſs Union; all this 
will be ſoon burnt down : Theſe Thipgs have 
no Strength to reſiſt the Fire, no Force to keep 
themſelves united ; ſo that Edifice and all thoſe 
Things ſuch Builders are concerned abour, ſhall 

ive them no Comfort in the evil Day: They will 
find no Pleaſure in refleQing on all that Earneſt- 
neſs, with which they were advancing thoſe in- 
conſiderable Matters. It will miniſter no Joy nor 
Allay of Trouble to them, when they remember 
how eagerly they purſued them. There is yet 
ſtill this Comfort, that the fincere but miſlead 
Chriſtians, tho? they will ſee all their Works in 
which they were ſo much engaged fall to nothing ; 
yet ſince they have adhered to the Foundation, the 
Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, they themſelves ſhall 
be ſaved, even when they ſee how triſling all the ſe 
Things were on which they beſtowed their Zeal. 
Oa the other Hand, in the Time of Perſecution, 
thoſe Who have been rearing up a ſolid and laſt- 
ing Building, will find the Comfort of all their 
Labours flowing in plentifully on them: Whereas 
thoſe who have been labouring about Things of 
little or no Conſequence, will have but melanchol 
Reflections on all that in which they have fo 
much buſied themſelves. 

If we conſider the Goſpel, as it is indeed the 


Power of God unto Salvation, and follow the Rules 


C 2 laid 


1. 
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22. 


tallian ſpeaks of the Original of the Churches, 


laid down in it, we ſhall be built up by it, all be- 
ing ſoftly framed together, ſo that we ſhall ot up to 
be a holy Temple to the Lord, and a Flabitation to 
God thro” the Spirit, We may conſider this in a | 
double View, either as it relates to the inward # 
State of Things in the Church, or with Relation 
to it's external Strength and Security. f 

As long as the Converts to Chriſtianity kept 
themſelves on the Foundations laid by the A poſtles 
and Prophets, adhering firmly to the Scriptures, 
as the only Rule of their Faith, ſo long as they re. 
tained their firſt Strength, as well as their firſt 
Purity: And that we find Copiouſly ſet forth in 


the firſt Writers, who on all Occaſions appealed a 
only to the Scriptures. If at any time they ſpeak Fw 
of Tradition, it is plain they meant of no other of 
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Tradition, than that which the Apoſtles had ſo Mar 
lately delivered: Irenæus, cited oft to ſupport the 

more modern Notion of Tradition, tho” at all this to 
Diſtance from the Days of the Apoſtles, knew Po- Im 
licarp a Diſciple of St. John's, ordained by him th 
Biſhop of Smyrna. And to the ſame Purpoſe Ter- Mi 


down from the Days of the. Apoſtles : But all 
Queſtions raiſed in the Church, were then examin- 
cd and determined only by the Scriptures. It is 
true, Alexandria being a Seat of Learning, ſome 
there began to intermix the Notions that they 
lound in the Greek Philoſophers, with the Doctrines 
of Chriſtianity ; and here vain Philoſophy came to 
have a fatal Progreſs, to the great Diſtraction of 
the Church. Many departed from the Simplicity 
of the Scriptures, borrowing Light from darkened 
Writers, by which a real Darkneſs, though under 


the 
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the Pretence of illuſtrating Matters, was brought 
into the Church. Then the Authority of Men 
came to be too much magnified, and inſenſibly in 
a long Succeſſion of ſome dark Ages, Notions, 
Traditions, and human Authorities, came to be 
conſidered as equal to the only Divine Authority of 
the Scriptures : And then Matters were ſo invol-+ 
ved, that it is hard to tell, whether the falſe Sub- 
tilties of the Subjects treated of, or the Barbari- 
ties of Stile in which they are ſer forth are the 
moſt diſtaſtful. The Scriptures were conſidered as 
Allegorical Writings, and Rituals were invented 
full of Myſtery, Legends were forged in ſo groſs 
a manner, as very much to expoſe the Apes in 
& which ſuch Things could paſs, even on the loweſt 
of Mankind. Thus was Chriſtianity disfigured, 
and repreſented as hideous and monſtrous. 

God be thanked, the Reformation came at laſt 
to reſtore Chriſtianity to what it was at firſt : To 
make the Scriptures the Text of our Faith, and 
n the Apoſtles the only Perſons, who by an Autho- 
- rity derived from Chriſt, delivered this Doctrine 
5, to the World: By applyiog our ſelves to the Study 
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I! Rot this facred Book, we can only be built ap in our 

| : holy Faith, The confidering it in its Original Lan- 

's 4 puage, the obſerving the Phraſiology of it, compa- 

e ing all the Parts of it together, the reading it fre- 

y auently, and the carrying great Parcels of it in our 

5s Memory is that which will make us who are Pa- 

o tors, to be able Miniſters of the new Teſtament, 2 Cor. iii. 6. 
of roughly furniſhed unto all good Works : as the inſtru- 

y ling you from your Childhood to know the Hoh 2 Tim. iii. 1c, 
d [RP iteres, will make you wiſe unto Salvation, they 16. 

r being al giver by Divine [n/piration, and all are mor 

le | | table 


n 


A StRMon Preachd Me . 


table for Doctrine, Reprocf, Correction and Inſtruftion 


Authority in thoſe holy Writings which carries an 


Study, too many leaving thoſe pure Streams to 


ſure in Perſecutions and Diſtreſſes. It is true, in regard 


in Righteouſneſs, The Neglect of this Study is that, 
to which the great Decay of Religion among us is | 
chiefly owing. There is an Unction as well as an 


Efficacy with it, and leaves an Impreſſion on thoſe ® 


I. 


who come duly prepared to read them, both in Point 


of Doctrine and Matters of Practice. 4 

The wonderful Application of the Jem: to under. 
ſtand and remember the darkeſt Part of our Bible, 
ſhould make us Chriſtians aſhamed to be ſo careleſs 
about thoſe Parts of it that are much ſhorter, as well 
as much clearer. The Reformation did riſe among 
us with the reading ofthe Goſpel, from whence our 
firſt Reformers were called Goſpelers, as it is ſink. 
ing by the Neglect of it, even among the Men of 


ſearch into muddy ones. The Recovery of thisStudy, 
and the following it carefully both in Principle and 
Practice, is that which muſt build ws ap, as bring 
the nem Jeruſalem down from Heaven, and in Conclu- 
{ion it will carry us up thither again. 5 

But as this is that which muſt build us up, as to, 
the Inwards and Eſſentials of our Religion, either 
as we are ſingle Individuals, or as we are a Body 
united in the Belief of it; ſo this is that from which 
we may expect the external Security of it. 5 

It pleaſed God as he made the Author of it pet. 
fe& thro? Sufferings, ſo to make his Apoſtles in that 
to be Followers of him, who were every where pe. 
ſecuted, afflicted, and tormented : But they had ſuch 1 
ſuperiour Meaſure of Strength, as even to take Plz 
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ay Intervals of Quiet, ſo that the number of the Diſ- 
ciples 3 greatly in Jeraſalem, and 4 great 
Company of t 


the Sword, but upon that the Goſpel was received 


with great Joy in Samaria; and upon St. Pauls Con- 
verſion, the Churches hadReſt thro? 2 


indeed, being all allarmed at the Progreſs that this 


Doctrine made, ſtirred up a Perſecution againſt it 


every where, where ſoever they had any Influence, 


ia which they perſiſted, till they had filled up the 


Meaſure of their Iniquities, ſo that at laſt the 


Vrath of God came upon them to the uttermoſt : 


With that the Chriſtians were delivered from their 
fierceſt Enemies, It was an Honour to this Religi- 


on, that the two worſt of Men as well as of Princes, 
Nero and Domitian, were their firſt Perſecutors 


among the Roman Emperors, Chriſtians paſſed for 
a dect of the Jews. And Trajan's Wars with the Jews, 
were probably the Cauſe of that Perſecution in his 
Time, that gave Occaſion to that noble Teſtimony 
that Pliny gives of the Chriſtians, who were in the 
Provinces that were in his Proconſulate. 

Aiter that, they had a long Peace for above a 
hundred Years : In which time this Religion was 
not only received, but ſettled and brought into 
Form and Order, thro? the greateſt Part of the Ro- 
man Empire : but this long Peace had its bad as 
well as its good Effects. Hereſies and Schiſms di- 
ſtracted the Churches, their Diſcipline was ſlackned, 
and they loſt more in the Corruption of their Mo- 


rals than they had gained in their Settlement: So it 


pleaſed 


e Prieſts were obedient to the Faith. St. Ste- Ads vi. 7. 
phen was indeed ſtoned, and St. James was killed by 


Acts viii. 25. 
; Acts ix. 31. 
and Samaria. For a whole Tear they aſſembled them- Acts xi. 26. 


ſelves without Diſturbance in Antioch: The Jews 
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pleaſed God to viſit them ſeverely, in a Courſe of me 
ſeveral Proſecutions that came pretty quick one af- tic 
ter another, till after the laſt, the moſt violent and M 
ol the longeſt Continuance, God raiſed up a: nurſing Pa 
Father to his Church, in the Perſon of Conſtantine : | th 
under whom, after all that has been ſaid of him, it U 
may be juſtly doubted, whether the Chriſtian Re. Fe 
ligion gained more by the Protection and Encou- m 
ragement that he gave it, than at laſt in the real ſe: 
and internal Power, by which it had ſhined out pe 


beautiſully to the World during all the former 
Proſecutions. | 

Soon aſter this, a ſecular, a contentious, and a ſu- 
perſtitious Spirit made a great Progreſs, and gives a 
melancholy View of the following Ages: As we 
find it much lamented by the beſt Men in them. 
Things run in this Declination about a hundred 
Years, and then God aroſe and ſcourged his Church 
ſeverely, by the Incurſions of the barbarous Nati- 
ons, who ruined the Roman Empire and made 
Havock of every Thing: So that both Religion 
and Learning ſuffered extreamly in a Courſe of al- 
moſt two Centuries ; and then in the 7th Century, 
Mahomet came with an amazing Torrent of Succels, 
that like a Deluge overflow'd all the Eaſtern Chur- 
ches. Religion then ſunk univerſally likewiſe in the 
Weſtern Parts, 

But upon the Ruins of Religion and Learning, 
theP apacy grew up to ſuch a monſtrous Heighth, that 
every thing which ſtood in its way fell before it. 
Courts of Inquiſicion, with Inventions of Cruelty, 
never thought on before, ſeem d to be a ſure Guard: 
But when their Corruptions grew to be ſo groſs, and 

| | their 


— 
<= 


- 2 9 a y WNT IDA : 7 

7 2 \ 2 Lo Y * * 7 8 wt 22 ER "IK. 4 L 
0 4 e c MH | Ago! | 4 . A l % 5 8 Ye, N 5 I E PE F 
z * ws 4 e EIT ACPI SE LF, TT... > . of ge K e 22 7 reer LOI 3 As * . 
2 ** T9 * Py ca ga 1 WI < 48 "89 - * 8 3 2 n 4 Tt * " 2 by ET, q 
ä F n * n — — * th 
CEE ns. S 5 + = Y * 2 Lag 46 n * 2 £ IF STO» +. . 
P 3 | — 


Fr "OWN . EY ; we N E *. 2 N n es. ys OURS ASS EY . 
=" 8 . „„ arias MA Ee Tr 1 IM 8 8 ws We r P 2 * 4 
A 7 . S 2 FR . ; 8 n n 2 3 p 
POD, © OL ESO SIE Cn nn SERENA HR "= II Rr 1 | 
a at . WA * r 2 r 7 * 7 g : 


148 99 _ ww» ©#® — 
R 3 3 es 
% 1 6 3 8 WIT mls 


— —— 


0 


at the V. i/itation of Salisbury. 


their Tyranny ſo intolerable, that they could be no 
longer born; it pleaſed God to raiſe up Inſtru- 
ments, who were in themſelves no way propor- 
tioned to the great Work done by them: By their 
Means the Reſormat ion was received in moſt 


I Parts of Europe, Italy and Spain not excepted; tho 


the Inquiſitors did ſoon root it out in thoſe Parts. 
Unheard-of Severities were every where ſet on 
Foot againſt them, by the unwearied Manage- 
ment of the Popes, and the loud Clamours of a Per- 
ſecuting Clergy; yet where it was ſo ſeverely 
perſecuted, that as it is reckoned even by Grot ius, 
a Writer not given to aggravate Matters, not un- 
der an hundred thouſand ſuffered under theſe 
grievous Wolves in the Seventeen Provinces ; at laſt 
their Perſecutors became ſo outragious and illegal, 
and the Numbers of the Reformed did foencreaſe, 
both in thoſe Provinces and in Fance, that a happy 
Turn ſucceeded after all thoſe Storms. 

We here in England felt a Share of what 
others ſuffered, both much longer and in a greater 
Extremity, A King vain of his Learning, and 
impatient in his Temper, ſeemed reſolved to ex- 
tirpate that which he called Hereſy, But God in 
the Secrets of his Providence, did ſo divert him 
into a Quarrel with the Pope, that the Perſecution 
was by that Means ſtop'd : It is true, it broke out 
terribly in that bloody, but ſhort and deſpiſed 
Reign of Queen Mary, whoſe Days were ſhortened, 
as we may believe, for the Elects Sake, That glo- 


rious QUEEN that ſucceeded, ſettled Matters of 


Religion at Home, and ſupported them Abroad 


o Powerfully, that in many Places the Refor- 
0 D 


mation 
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mation had a full Settlement: But what has ſol. # 
lowed upon it ? | g 
Now in a Courſe of above an 150 Years time, 


the Plenty we have enjoyed, and the Protection - 
we have lived under, has brought us to ſuch ail , 
dead Stupidity, that the true Senſe of Religion is 
almoſt extinguiſhed, and the great Effects of it, t 
either in a holy Life, or in univerſal Charity, do , 
appear in ſo few Inſtances, that Impiety and In-“ N 
fidelity have made a vaſt Progreſs The heavy . 
Strokes that have come upon many Branches of F ; 
the Reformation have not awakencd the reſt, no 


more than the Captivity of the Ten Tribes awake. 
ned thoſe of Judah and Benjamin. = F- 
We were indeed very near great Troubles ſu ; 
and twenty Years ago: But we only ſaw then} U 
coming on us; we were threatened with the utmoſt 5 
Dangers, but we did not feel them enough to be x 
ſenlible of them, and to remember them long. The p 
Snare was fo ſoon broken, and we eſcaped fo eaſily, 
that it is almoſt worn out of our Thoughts: Since 
that Time we have been engaged in a long Trail 
of War, but though we have been often near very 
great Dangers, yet they all went over our Head 
in ſuch a manner, that few then made juſt RefieP 
Ctions on them, and fewer do ſeem now to remem. 
ber them. We have enjoyed great Plenty at Home 
and have had the molt glorious Succeſſe- Abroad 
that are in Hiſtory ; but how ingratefully we hatt 
behaved our ſelves, both towards God and Man, 
Iſaiah iv. 3. is but too viſible. Over all our Glory there has bet 
a Defence, but how long that ſhall be continu 
about us, is juſtly very doubtful. Who knows - 

| th 
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the Impiety, the Immorality, the Inſenſibility as 
to the Matters of Religion, under which we ſeem 
to be ſtupified and hardened beyond the reach of 
all ordinary Methods, may provoke God to remove 
the Secular Advantages and Protection that we 
enjoy, and viſit us with 4 Famine of the hearing of the 
n. 11/07d of the Lord, and let looſe upon us ſuch Judg- 
ments as deſtroyed the Jewiſh Nation of old, the 
09 Roman Empire ſome Ages after that, and fo many 
of the Reformed Churches in our own Days. 
ke. There is a dreadful Denunciation in Ezekiel ; 
3 ſomewhat like it, is that we may juſtly apprehend, 


i 


ſx i As for the Beauty of his Ornaments be et it in Maje- Ezek. vii.20, 


ple and the Service in it, to which the Beauty and 
Decency of our Worſhip may be well compared) 
The But they made the Images of their Abominations 
ſily and of their deteſtable Things therein, therefore have I 
ince {er it far from them: And I will give it anto the hands 
rat , Strangers for a Prey, and tothe Wicked of the Earth 
egg /or Spoil, and they ſhall pollute it: My Face will I 
ca turn alſo from them, and they ſhall pollute my ſecret 
Place (the Holy of Holies ) for the Robbers ſhall enter 
emo it and deſile it: When ſuch Calamities come 
Mo have their due Effect on us, then we may hope 
that the time to ſavour us, even the ſet time ſhall come, 


— and that God will appear in his Glory to build us 
” by | 
nul 1y. I proceed now to the 4% Head, which is, 


s buff That tho? the Secrets of God's Providence muſt be 
ſtill myſterious to us; ſo whether God deſigns to 
let us become heaps and ruins, or will raiſe us upto 


2 be 


em /y (this relates to the Magnificence of their Tem. 21, 22. 
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be a Palace and a defenced City, is that which 
is only known to him; yet we have an Aſſu. 
rance from the Word of his Grace, of a Share in 
that Inheritance of the Saints in Light, we are now 
made Heirs and TJoint- Heirs with Chriſt, he has 
promiſed, That becauſe he lives we ſhall live alſo, 


1 
2 


and that as he purchaſed a Kingdom for us by his 
john xiv. 2. Blood, ſo he is gone before us ro prepare 4 Place in 
it for us; that is, to mark out Degrees of Glory, 
which are proportioned to ſuch Services and Suſ- 
ferings as he calls us to for his Names-ſake : He 
Pſal. 56. 8. counts all our wanderings; all the melancholy Steps 7 
that we tread in this our ſojourning, and all | 
Tears that at any time-drop from us, are accord: 
ing to a Phraſe borrowed from the Lachrymal 
uſed in that Time, ſaid to be put ix his Bottle, every 
Thing we do, either to advance God's Glory, 99 
for the Good of others, even to a Cap of coli 
Water, ſhall be brought into the Reckoning and 
put to our Account : And al-together ſhall work 
for us 4 more exceeding (by a FHhperboly upon 
Hpperboh, as the Words are in the Original) 
2 Cur. iv. 7 and Eternal Weight of Glory; we ſhall then en- 
joy, not only what far exceeds all that the EF 
hath ſeen, or the Ear hath heard, but all that th 
Heart of Man, in all the Compaſs of Imagination 
or Extent of Deſire can conceive, Our Bodies ſhall 
ſhine as the Sun in the Kingdom of our Father; 
being delivered from all the Clogs of Want, Pain, 
or Sickneſs, from all the Labours of Life, from al 
the Drudgery to Sin or Appetite, from all Temp 
cations, either ſrom without, or from within us 
and from all that is weak, mean, corruptible d 


mot» 
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| mortal in us, and we ſhall be in the Re ſurrection 

Ju like unto the Angels of God, or to a greater than 

in Angels, even the Son of God himſelf, into whoſe 

ow EY Likeneſs theſe our vile Bodies ſhall be transformed; we 

has FF ſhall ſee God Face to Face, with ſo preſent and ſo — 
%; bright a View, as we have of thoſe we now converfe fas OO. 
his PF with. We now ſee him, in his Works, in his Word, . 
ein, 


and in the Face of his dear Son, but we ſhall then 
ry, fee him 4 he it, in as comprehenſive a Light, as 
zu finite and limited Underſtandings are capable of. 
He We ſhall then underſtand his Attributes, the Extent 
te; and Defign of Creation and Providence: All thoſe 
the PF incxtricable Difficulties which do now perplex the 

beſt Underſtandings, ſhall then be clearly appre- 
na hended by us: We ſhall be made like unto him, 
[ery perfectly pure, full of univerſal Love and Good- 
, "| neſs, loving and beloved by all the Hoſts above : 

Even the Innumerable Company of Angels, with the Heb, xii, 22; 


= Spirits of juſt Men made Perfect, who compoſe that 23: 
vort General Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt- born. We ſhall 
pon fee, and be ever with the Lord, who purchaſed all 
ina) this for us, and whoſe Love to us we ſhall then more 
en diſtiactly apprehend, and more perfectly love, in re- 
FE turn for the Love where with he loved us, and pro- 

t the cured all this to us. We ſhall then be raiſed up to 
tion all the poſſible Tranſports of Joy, and be eternally 
(hal poſſeſſed with ſuch a Senſe of the Majeſty, Glo- 
her; ry and Goodneſs of God, that we ſhall be ever 
Pain, adoring and praiſing him with the moſt. elevated 
mal Ads, that our Natures then advanced to the ut- 
emp moſt Poſſibilities of Perfe&ion ſhall be capable of; 
n and we ſhall fee that the bleſſed State into which 
le a us are then brought ſhall never end, but ſhall _ 
| or 
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1 Pet. i. 15. 


tor ever: Here: is a ſhort View of what the Gol. 


pel, the Word of God's Grace, doth both propoſe 


and promiſe to us. 


V. I come in the laſt place, to ſet forth the Cha- 
racter of thoſe who have a Right to this Inheri. 


tance ; all thoſe who are ſanct iſied. That being 1 | 
State of the utmoſt poſſibility of the Exaltation and 
Sanctification of our Natures, and it being prop. | 


ſed as the Reward of our Services and Sufferings 
here, we cannot have any Proſpect of attaining it, 
unleſs we employ our Faculties in the beſt manner 


we can, to arrive at ſome real degrees of that Ho. 
linefs, by which we do both reſemble God, who 
is eſſentially holy, and Chriſt who was holy in al 
manner of Converſation, We paſs through this Life, 
as through a State of Probation, in which we may | 
attain to ſome meaſure of that, in which we ſhall 
then be made perfect. All great Ends are com- 


paſſed by Means ſuitable to them; for as ſuch as 
corrupt their Natures, and vitiate their Faculties, 
run themſelves intoa State of Darkneſs and Depra- 


vation, which muſt carry them to a Blackneſs of Þ 


Darkneſs, and Everlaſting DeſtruQion ; fo thoſe 
who do now purifie themſelves as he is pure, ſhall be 
then made perfectly pure, when all thoſe Defetts 
that do now hang about them ſhall be done away: 
It is therefore ſo certain, that without true holineſs 


we ſhall never ſee the Lord, that it is not neceſlary to 
fay any thing more to make out ſo plain a Point. 


It is more neceſſary to give ſuch a Deſcription of 


thoſe who are ſanctiſed, that none may deceive 
themſelves with wrong Notions and falſe Appes- 
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© ances : It is not only the managing one's out ward 
XZ Bchaviour,ſfo that every thing in that may look well 
and be decent: This is indeed neceſſary, but this 
may be a Thing put on for a while, as a Mask on 


Delſign, or it may be a piece of natural Modeſty, 
or of Prudence. It is not only an upright Sincerity 


a our Dealings, tho' that is highly valuable, that 
makes up the Character. It is not barely Tempe- 
rance and Sobriety, and the avoiding all the Ex. 
ceſſes of Riot, that will put us among thoſe that 
are Sanctified: It is not only the having ſound Prin- 
ciples and good Opinions in Religion, nor the be- 
ing Regular in the Publick Werſhip of God, much 
less the being ſullen and moroſe towards all others, 
- |S who think nor as we do with Relation to it in thoſe 


Matters, that will compleat the Character; nay 

vor the obſerving ſuch Practices in our ſecret De- 

votion, as were brought on us by a good Educa- 

tion, and which we are not yet bad enough to 

4 throw them quite up, that being all put together 
make a Perſon truly Sanct iſied. 


To bring this Matter into a ſhort Compaſs, a 


Man who is truly San#ified, is one who being 
convinced of the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, 
2 ftudies carefully thoſe ſacred Writings in which it 
is contained, reads them diligently, and meditates 


much on them: Upon theſe he ſettles into folid 
Principles of a Univerſal Scheme of his whole Life, 
both in the private and publick Parts of it, in his 


Family and Neighbourhood, in his Calling and 


Station, and even in his Diverſions and Recreati- 


ons, that he may in every Part of his Lite anſwer 
| his Profeſſion, and live up to the Rules preſcribed 


in 


8 
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— 


in it. This he follows in a cloſe and conſtant At- 
tention to his Thoughts, Words, and Actions: In 
order to this he prays earneſtly to God for Aſſi. 
ſtance and Direction, and calls himſelf oſten to a 
ſtrict Account of all he does, as in the Preſence 
of God. He does not allow himſelf ſo much as the 
bare Speculation of any Sin with Pleaſure : He is 
humbled before God, and begs Pardon if his 
Thoughts have wandered into the Love of any Sin, 
uch more if theſe have broke out into (inful 
ords or Actions: He does not diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the ſeveral Sorts of Sin, as if he might in- 
dulge himfelf in any of them by reaſon of Inte- 
reſt or Inclination, or as if he might buy out a e 
Licence for ſome Sins by an over-doing in other 
Matters: But he ſtudies to keep all God's Com- 
mandments, obeying ſome indeed as the more Im- 
portant, with more Zeal, but leaving none undone, 
He purſues this thro? the whole Courſe of his Life; 
and does not imagine, that by ſome more than or- 
dinary Devotion at ſome times, perhaps on the Eve 
of a Sacrament Day, he can purchaſe Leave to re- 
turn back to thoſe Sins that he ſeems only to for- 
ſake for a Seaſon ; like a Drunkard who is ſober 
under a Courſe of Phyſick, only on Deſign to be 
capable of returning i to more Exceſſes that way, 
He ſtill purſues the Sa»&ifying the whole Man in all 
manner of Converſation, nor is he ſatis fied with 
low Degrees of Sanftification, but is ever endea- 
vouring to cleanſe himſelf more and more, from al 
Filthineſs both of Fleſh and Spirit, and to perfect Hoe 
lineſs in the Fear of God, 


Hs 
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= His Saviour is his Pattern, and he is often ob- 
ſerving how defective he is in his Conformity to 
nim, that ſo he may be humbled under it, and may 
Wil preſs forward towards that Mark of being 
made a Partakef of the Divine Nature. 


= Here are then the Characters of all thoſe that are 
ancliſied; happy they who feel theſe truly begun, 
end ſincerely carried on within them. In theſe 
hey have their Title to the Inheritance of the 
Paints in Light: Theſe are the true Steps that 
Jead to it, as it is the certain Reward of all thoſe 1 
hat walk in them. "a 


GOD Grant we all may feel, that we may have 
thoſe Earneſts of that Inheritance in us; for 
then in due Time wy ball attain the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of it Which God of bis Infinite Mer- 
cy grant us, thro Feſus Chriſt our Lord, to 
whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be all Honour and Glory, both now and for 
ever. Amen. 
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Triennial Viſitation 
OF THE 
| Dioceſe of Salisbury, &c. 


| 
1 


My Reverend and Dear Brethren, 


VV HEN I firſt viſited my Dioceſe, five and 
twenty Years ago, as I preached round the J 
whole Circuit of the Dioceſe ; ſo I choſe | 
the moſt proper Texts that I could think of, to ſet l 
before myſelf, as well as my Brethren, the Pa- 
ſtoral Duty in the beſt Light in which I could put it, I 
will now recite to you all thoſe Texts, hoping that 
you will carry them in your Memory, and meditate 
on them; and lam confident this will have a very good 
Effe& on you ; I ſet them down inche Order in which 
they lie in the New Teſtament. 
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Acts cb. xx. ver. 28. Take heed therefore unto your ſelves, 
and to all the Flock over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you 
Overſeers 
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Overſeers (or Biſhops) to feed the Church which he hath pur- 
chaſed with his own Blood. 

1 Cor. iii. 9. For we are Labourers together with God: (or 
fellow-Labourers for God) ye are God's Husbandry, ye are 
God's Building. | 

2 Cor. v. 10. Now thes we are Ambaſſadours for Chriſf, 
45 tho God did beſeech you by us, we pray you in Chriſt ſtead, 
be ye reconciled to God, | 

Coll. i. 28. Whom wepreach, warning every Man, and 
teaching every Man in all wiſdom, that we may preſent every 
Man perſect in Chriſt Feſus. 

1 Theſſ. ii. 10, 11. Te are witneſſes, and God alſo, how 
bilily, and juſtiy, and unblameably, we behaved our ſelves 
among you that believe. 

As you know, how we exhorted and comforted, and char- 
ged every one of you, as a Father doth his Children. 

1 Tim. iv. 15, 16. Meditate upon theſe things, give thy- 
ſelf wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear. 

Take heed unto thy ſelf, and to the Doctrine: continue in 
them, for in doing this, thou ſhalt both ſawe thy ſelf, and them 
that hear thee. 

2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. And the Servant of the Lord muſt not 
ſtrive, but be gentle unto all men; apt to teach, patient, in 


meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if peradven- 


ture God will give them Repentance, to the acknowledging of 


the Truth, | 

1 Pet. v. 23. Feed the Flock of God which is among you 
(or as much as lies in you) taking the overſight thereof not 
by conſtraint, but willingly, not for filthy Iucre, but of a 
read) mind. Neither as being Lords over God's Heritage, 
(or not over-ruling your Shares or Lots) but being Ex- 
amples tothe Flock ; and when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, 
ye ſhall receive a Crown of Glory that fadeth not away. 


In theſe, you will find the main Lines of your Du- 
ty, both as to your private Deportment and your La- 
bours ; But now ſince, perhaps, this may be the laſt 
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Time that I may ſee you in this manner, and that 
both the Age I have arrived at, and other Circum- 
ſtances, call upon me to conſider the Account, that J, 
as well as you, muſt give we know not how ſoon, of 
the Miniſtry that we have received of the Lord Jeſus, I could 
find no part of the Scripture ſo proper to guide myſelf, 
and to lead you into the right Method of ſeeinghow we 
ought to make up our Accounts, as this laſt Diſcourſe 
of St. Paul to thoſe of Epheſus; in which we find him 
full of the Apprehenſions of what was to befal him at 
Feruſalem. Theſe led him to reflect on all that had paſt 
in thoſe his Labours, in which he may be well fer up 
by us, as the perfecteſt Pattern next to him who did 
yo Sin, In this View we will find matter, both of Hu- 
miliation and of Encouragement ; we will ſee Cauſe 
to be humbled, when we find how defective we have 
been; but at the fame time to be encouraged, if we, 
upon a ſtrict Search, find that we have in ſome ſort, 
though at a great diſtance, ſtudied to imitate ſo bright 
an Example. | 

Ver. 18. St. Paul begins with an Appeal to what they 
knew, after what manner he bad been among them from the. + 
time he came firſt into Aſia, and that at all Seaſons. 

The Seaſons might have required fome Diverſity in 
his Deportment ; but ir was all governed by proper 
Rules ſuited to every occaſion. This calls on us to re- 
flect on the viſible Parts of our whole Behaviour in 
the different Scenes of Life. Have we been ſerious 
and ſolemn in the publick Worſhip of God? Have we 
been diligent in the Diſcharge of our Duty? Have 
we not only avoided crying and ſcandalous Sins? 


* (Oh that our Conſciences could bear us witneſs to 


this | ) but even excuſabie Levities and Indecencies, 
which though they do not blacken our Character, yet 
ſoil and leflen it? Is our private Converſation an- 
ſwerable to the Appearances we put on in publick ? 
In all Seaſons we are in the Sight of God: He _ 

wnac 
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Acts xxvii. 
23. 


_— a mn... 


what we are; our Conſciences will tell us, if we co n- 
ſult them, whether one uniform Principle governs uz 
at all Times, or not? 

Ver. 19. Serving the Lord with all humility of Mind, 
and with many Tears and Temptations which befel me by the 
laying in wait of the Fews. 

St. Paul makes this his Title, that he was the Servant 
of the Lord, therefore he was always Executing every 
thing given him in Commiſſion to do. We ſerve the 
Lord Chriſt; we receive his Wages, and ought to be 
doing his Work. Are we the Servants of Men or of 
Parties ? No, we ought to dedicate ourſelves to this 
one thing; maintaining St. Paul's Character in this, 
when he ſaid, God whoſe I am and whom | ſerve: By the 
Vows we made at our Ordination, and by the appro- 
priating Character with which we were ſeparated 


for the Work of the Miniftry, we were then ſolemaly de- 


dicated to the Service of God; ſo that ſetting aſide as 
much as may be the Cares of the World, we ought 
to turn all our Thoughts to this one "Thing. | 

The Humility of Mind, in which St. Paul had learned 
of him who was lowly in Heart, will give a Command- 


ing Authority to every piece of Service that we ſet 
about. A Loftineſs of Look, and a Haughtineſs of Be- 


haviour, will ill become the Servants of him, who came 


not to be miniſtered unto, but to miniſter. A proud and bot 


ſtrous Deportment will create Oppoſition, and give an 
Averſion to all that we ſet about: Whereas a mild and 
an inſinuating Temper, with a humble Behaviour, will 
commend us and our Miniſtry, even to thoſe who are 
not yet convinced that they ought to acknowledge it. 
Certainly an Inſolent and aſſuming Behaviour will 
heighten Prejudices; but a modeſt Air will break 
through them, and gain a reſpectful Hearing, and 
that may make way to a full Conviction. 

If che Humility of the Apoſtles and of their Fellows 
Labourers overcame all the Pre- poſſeſſions that = 
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World had againſt them; What may not we expect 
in our preſent Circumſtances, and with all our Ad- 
vantages? But by Humility, I do not mean any thing 
that is low or unbecoming, fawning or abject; we 
muſt leave that to thoſe who lie in wait to deceive, who 
creep into Houſes to make Proſelites, and to devour the Sub- 
ſtance of thoſe whom they enſnare and lead awa 
Captive. A Man may well aſſert the Authority of his 
Function and Miſſion, without the Airs of Arrogance 
and Scorn. | | 
St. Paul joined many Tears with his Humility ; whether 
he ſhed thoſe Tears in remembrance of his Blaſphe- 
ming the Name of Chriſt, and Perſecuting his Mem- 
bers, while he was in a State of Ignorance and Unbe- 
lief; or whether they were ſhed in his Interceſſions for 
thoſe he laboured among, is that which we cannot de- 
termine ; but we are fure we on our part have great 
Cauſe to ſned many Tears, when we enter into our 


own Hearts, and look back upon our own Lives ; 


when we remember the Sins of our Youth; when we 
reflect on our own great Omiſſions, and on the Sins of 
our holy Things. What reaſon do we often find in 
ourſelves to apprehend, that God may ſay to us, What 


take my Covenant in thy Mouth? Seeing thou hateft Inſtructi- 
on, and caſteft my Words behind thee. O let us look back 
often on all our Errors and Failings, that ſo we ma 

lie in the duſt beſore God, crying out with David, 
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haſt thou to do to declare my Statutes, or that thu ſhouldeſt Pſal. 1,18, 17. 


For thy Nameſake, O Lord, pardon mine Iniquity for it is Pal. xxv, 11, 


great. The more deeply we are humbled for theſe, 
and the more bitterly that we mourn over them, we 
may the more certainly reckon that they are »par- 


doned, and ſhall never riſe up to confound or cor - 


demn us. . 
Let us have our Days of Faſling and Mourning on 


| our own Account; and then as the High · Prieſt among 
che fews, was to begin * Service of the Day of 


Atone- 
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Levit, xvi. 
11. 
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Atonement, with a Sacrifice for his own Sins, and 
after that he was to offer the Sacrifice for the Expia- 
tion of the Sins of the whole Nation; ſo if we offer 
the Sacrifice of a broken and contrite Heart tor our own 
Sins, we may hope that our Tears and Interceſſions 
for others, will go up as a Sacrifice holy and acceptable 
unto God, If we ſee juſt Grounds to apprehend that a 
great and terrible Day of the Lord may. be near us, 
then certainly we, who are the Prieſts and Miniſters 
of the Lord ought to lie proſtrate before him, weep- 
ing and praying, Spare thy People, O Lord, and give mt 
thy Heritage to Reproach: We ought to water the Seed 
of the Word that we ſow with our Tears; that ſoit 
may grow up under our Care, by our ſecret Intercel- 
fions as well as by our publick . If we did 
accuſtom our ſelves, before we do enter on the Per: 
formance of any Part of our Duty, to pray earneſtly 
for Aſſiſtance and Direction in it, and for a Bleſſing 
on it after we have done it, we might then exped 
Effects of another Nature than J am afraid we ſee on 


our Labours. Our Work is God's Work; and all our 


Attempts would ſucceed in another Manner than — 
do, if we begun and ended every Performance wit 
earneſt Applications at the Throne of Grace. 

St. Paul adds, that beſides his Tears he was in may 
Temptations, which befel him by the daily. lying in wait 
the Fews, They thought they were the People ( 
God, in PoſſeMon of the Covenant made with their 
Fathers; they put all their Religion in performing 
Rituals, and in a cruel Perſecution of choſe who de- 


parted from them. And do not theſe Characters agree 


to the Spirit and Practices of Popery? They valte 
themſelves as the Mother Church; tho? they hate 
corrupted the primicive Simplicity of this Religion 
with infinite Additions, and a vaſt Load of Ceremo- 
nies, pretending myſtical Significations and great 
Effects from them; By which Men are led away 1 

the 
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the true Deſign of Religion, to amuſe themſelves with 
Pomp and Shew: But if any Man preſumes ſo much 


as to doubt of any thing determined among them, 


then he muſt prepare himſelf to ſuffer the utmoſt that 
Fury and Cruelty can contrive, and that in the black- 
eſt Methods of Diſſimulation and Falſhood. Theſe 
are lying in wait now to deceive us with ſoft Words, 
to lay us aſleep, and to engage us into Quarrels among 
our ſelves, which muſt both diſtra&t and weaken us. 
But as St. Paul heartily pray'd;for theſe his Perſecutors, 
he alſo ſtudied to gain them by all honeſt Compli- 
ances ; for his own part he could have wiſh'd to have 


been univerſally hated and held in Execration for their Rom. ix. 3. 


ſakes, ſo we ought not to ſuffer our ſelves to be embit- 
tered by all the ill Uſage that we, or others may have 
met wich at their Hands: We ought to pity and co 
pray for them, and to be 3 in no Acts of Cha- 
rity towards them; except only ſuch as may put us 
in their Power: For we know what that muſt end in, 
even in utter Extirpation ; of which we ſee too many 
Inſtances before our Eyes, to be able to doubr of 
it, | 

And are there not others among our ſelves too 
deeply tinctured with this Phariſaical Temper, 
who ſet too high a Value on Rituals, and on ſome 


particular Notions, and bitterly cenfure, and as far 


as they can, even perſecute, thoſe who do not think as 
they do, by Slander and Defamation : Endeavouring 
to defeat all their Labours, and to render their Per- 
ſons and their Miniſtry as odious and contemptible as 
they can ; and that without a Shadow of Truth, or 
the leaſt Provocation? How much of this we our 
ſelves meet wich, is but too often laid in our Way. 
We cannot but lament when we ſee ſuch Things ſo 
ſreely vented and ſo readily received : I hope we 
ſtudy on theſe Occaſions to follow the Practice of our 
Bleſſed Lord, and do prays Father forgive them they know 

| F * | not 


A CnaRGE given 


Ver. 20. 


— —— 


not what they do. But if by ſuch Means the Good that 
we deſign to do is in any ſort obſtructed, they ſhall 


bear their Burden, and they will feel ic a heavy one in 


the Day of cheir Account. I will dwell no. longer on 


ſo melancholy a Subject, I wifh I could pray more 


over it, and fo maſter it. 
And bow | have kept back nothing that was profitable unto 


you, but bave ſhewed you, and have taught you publickly and 


from Houſe to Houſe. 

In Oppoſition to all theſe Practices, St. Paul took 
Pains fully to inſtruct the Chriſtians. He kept up no 
Part of that which might be profitable for them ; he 
avoided” what was dark and not eafily apprehended: 
But for the practical and uſeful Parts, he had no Re- 
ſerves: He opened all to them, he had both ſhewed it, 
and had inſiſted in a more particular Inſtructing them: 
He had not only ſet every thing once before them, 
but he cleared all Difficulties and anſwered all Obje- 
ions : He did this both publickly, and from Houſe to 
Houſe. In the Diſcourſes he had to them all in com. 
mon he ſtated the Matters truly to them ; he gave 
them a Right Underſtanding of them, and for ſuch 


of them as required a more minute Satisfaction than 
was neceſlary for a larger Aſſembly, he took Pains on 


them in private. i 
Here is our Pattern: We ought to inſtruct our Peo- 


ple in all the Parts of Religion, that it may concern 


them to be inſtructed in: We are not to do as in Po- 
pery, to keep our People hood winked, in an implicite 
Faith, and a blind Obedience, to deny them the Uſe 
of the Scriptures, and to keep the Worſhip of God in 


an unknown Tongue: We have no Reſerves of Tra- 


ditions to be kept in our own Hands till we think fit 

to publiſh them. We have an Example ſet us by the 

Apoſtles: For tho' they had, by the Miracles that were 

done by thein, a Right to oblige all the Churches to 

ſubmit to them, yet they managed their n 
wit 
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wich ſuch regard to Men's Reaſons and Underſtand- 
ings, that they opened the Scriptures to them, and 
commended thoſe who examined their Doctrine, Aas xvii. 12+ 
comparing it with the Scriptures. We oughe to dwell 
the more copiouſly on ſuch particular Matters, as the 
2 Circumſtances of the Time, and of Points in Queſtt- 
on and on Foot may require it. | 
Ihe Manner of St. Paul's inſtructing them does like- 
2 wiſe challenge our Imitation; he did it both publickly 
and from houſe to bouſe. Our Sermons oughe to be plain 
and inſtructive, ſhort and clear, deliver d with Gravi- 
ty and Zeal: Firſt we ought. to ſhew the Nature of 
that which we teach others, together with Arguments 
> from Scripture, Reaſon, and other Authorities, ſuch 
as may fully convince our Hearers of the Truth of the 
© Things we ſet before them, avoiding- the Perplexity. 
of alabour'd Stile, and che Affectations of Learning 
and Eloquence: Not wearying them out with unintel- 
© ligible Subtilties, drawn out to a tedious Length. We 
EZ ought alſo ro follow our publick Labours with private 
laſtructions, conſidering ſuch particular Caſes; where 
EZ private Explanations or Admonitions may be further 
EZ neceſſary, and where they ought to be ſecretly ap- 
pied; cultivating. ſuch Plants as may deſerve a di- 
= ſtinguiſhing Care; ſatisfying. private Scruples, and i 
deſcending even to the Weakneſſes of ſome diſorder'd * 


Minds; remembering how our Saviour. applied his | 
n. 7 Care to a ſullen Woman that refuſed him a Draught of , 
Water. In a Word, we ought to make it our Work 4 
© to teach and inſtruct our People with our utmoſt Di- þ 
le ligence, and in the beſt Methods we can contrive : 
in WW Ve are their. Paſtors, and they are our Flock on 

5 © whom we ought continually to attend: We are Labon- 


res and Builders, and ſo we ought to follow them with 
he na conſtant Application and daily Care; but as this 


e WW wghtto be our Work at all Times, ſo moſt eſpecially | 
a vue ought to ſer about it with great Tenderneſs, when 
( | 


any. 
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A CuAx E given 


Ver. 21. 


any of our Flock are under the Hand of God, eithe : 
in Affliction or chiefly in Sickneſs ; they are then ge. 


promiſe; this is to be managed with Care and Diſcre. 
an extream Rigor: And we ought to avoid careful) 
which People fanſy, if they receive the Sacrament x | a 
if that were a ſure Paſsport to bring thoſe to Heaven bo 
who neglected it in the whole Courſe of their Lives; 


Here is the moſt important Part of our Miniſtry, in 


cautious. 


them; yet there are ſome capital ones, that we ough We! 


nerally apt to hear, and to reflect, to reſolve and o ; 


tion; neither ſhewing too eaſie an Indulgence, not! 


a a ee» I. 


the giving Way to that Vulgar and fatal Error, by 


their Death, that their Peace is made with God; x 


m4 —#> 


— 2 


which we ought to be moſt particularly watchful ani Þ? 


— 


But though upon different Occaſions it may be 
for us to apply ourſelves to ſeveral Subjects, inſiftin 
at different times more than Ordinary upon ſome c 


to keep in our View perpetually, and to imploy our 
ſelves moſt in them; and theſe are the Things tha 
St. Paul labour'd chiefly in. 55 
Teſtifying bot hᷣ to the Fes and alſo to the Greeks Repen 
tance towards God, and Faith towards our Lord Feſus Chi. 
_* Theſe ought to be our conſtant Subjects, upon 
Which in Seaſon and out of Seaſos we ought to labour 
continually» We ought to begin with this, wich! 
which both St. Fobn Baptiſt and our Saviour beg 
their Preaching laying, Repent, for the Kingdom of Gu i 
is at Hand: We ought to awaken our People's Co 
ſciences, to make them apprehend the Guilt ani 
the Defilement of Sin, and the Judgments of God that 
hang over their Heads, while they live on in their 
.Sigs, and are without God in the World. We ougit 
to ſet the Terrors of God before them, and to ſpeak 
of this Matter with all the Weight and Authority that 
we can Put in our Words: We ought to give then 
their full Efficacy, by ſhewing that we do fincerel 
| | | apple: 
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| apprehend che Truth of them ourſelves, as well as we fet 
them before others; that it may not be thought that 
ve put many dreadful Words together only to terrifie 


others; but that we ourſelves have no Concern about 
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of a Man's whole Life and Deportment. 


them. This will ſo effectually defeat our Endeavours, that 
all our Labour will be in vain, till it appears that the 
Matters which we ſtudy to bear in upon others, do 
really make a deep Impreſſion upon ourſelves. 


There is nothing that we ought to inſiſt more upon 


wich relation to Repentance, than to bear down the too 
commonly received Notion, that a ſorrowing for Sia 

is Repentance: Whereas it is only the Beginning or 
che Effect of it. Here the World is apt to run into 
fatal Miſtakes. Theſe ſeem to have both Authority and 
common Practice on their Side in the Church of Rome, 
& where Acts of Contricion with ſome ſlight Penan- 
ces are enjoined, and upon that Abſolution is given: 
I am afraid this Conceit is too commonly received 
every where; People are apt to think, if before a Sa- 
crament, or after ſome heinous Sin committed they 
ET confeſs it to God with Acts of Sorrow, that are per- 
BE haps forced Ads, which they command themſelves to 


think, as they may utter ſorrowful Words, without a- 


real Compunction, that then they have truly repent- 


ed: But let the Sorrow be ever ſo real, if that does 
not riſe from a Change of Principle, ſo that there is 
no internal Renovatian of Mind (which is the true No- 
tion of the Word in the Original) it may be indeed a 
godly Sorrow, but it is not Repentance unto Life for that. 
mult lie deep in the Soul, and appear in the Change 

Next to our Labours, to bring our People to Repen- 
lance toward God, we muſt ſtudy to build them wp in our 


wo holy Faith towards the Lord Feſus.Chrift, who was a 


Man like unto us in all Things, but in whom the Eter- 

nal Word that was with God, and that was God, dwelt 

Bulily, The only begotten Son that was in the- Boſom - | 
the 


A CHARGE given 


on him, ſo he bore our Sins on bis own Body; and i; 4 
This is the Foundation of our Faith on which we 
to our Charge. It is the believing this _— the ap- 


through his Death, and the offering up our Prayers 


our People with a firm Belief of the Goſpel, and that 
chiefly by his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, and by the 


in which many Hundreds were then alive, who had 


of all the Chriſtians, multiplied into many Copies, 
and ſoon after into many Tranſlations: They were 
alſo in daily Uſe, Parcels of them being read in the 


of profeſſing, and perhaps of thinking that they be- 


— | 


the Father was made Fleſh, and as he took our Nature þ 
now at the Right · band of God making Interceſfion for u, 5 | 
are to build up our Selves, and all that are committed 


plying” our ſelves to God for the Pardon of our Sing 
to God by him, and the putting our whole Truſt and 
Confidence in him, that makes us truly Chriſtians, for 
without this we are Chriſtians only in Name and 
Shew. We ought to take all poſſible Pains to poſleſ; 


Chriſt did-prove his Divine Miſſion by his Miracles, 


ſending down of the Holy Ghoſt on his Diſciples, 
Theſe Things were written and received in that Ape, 


ſeen-and knew the Truth of the wonderful Facts re. 
lated in them. Theſe Books were put in the Hand 


Aſſemblies of the Chriſtians every Lords Day, and 
we know by the Writings in all the Ages ſince that 
Time, that the Books are the ſame now that they 
were then, pure and uncorrupted; ſome ſmall Eſcapes 
in Writing, in which ſome Copies differ from others, 
amount to nothing that is material. 

This is the Foundation of all, and therefore we 
ought to go often over-it, and to dwell much upon 
it, till we infuſe it ſo deep into our People, that they 
may become Maſters of the Argument, not believing 
only becauſe they will believe, or in a mere traditio- 
nal Way, becauſe they were told ſo, and in their 
Childhood learned Catechiſms, and got into à Rote 


lieve 
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lere it: But we ought to bring them to be able to 


ive 4 Reaſon of the Hope that is in them, to every one that 
©S cketh it. A bare traditional believing, will in a Day 


of Temptation prove like building on the Sand: 


== Winds and Floods will ſhake or undermine an ill 
grounded Confidence. We muſt carry this yet fur- 
cher than the bare believing that theſe Things are 
true; ſuch a Faich Devils have: We muſt make our 
people underſtand, that this Faith purifies the Heart, 
and works by Love; and it only becomes a ſaving and 
&S juſtifying Faith, when upon our entering on the 
& Practice of theſe Rules, that this Religion preſcribes, 
we feel a real Virtue derived into us that makes us 
become new Creatures, and gives us ſuch a Vital Percep- 
on of the Truth of the Promiſes made us in it, 
That we receive theſe as Earne#ts of our Inheritance, and 
WE fo taſte and ſee that God is gracious to us, This makes us 
EE living Stones in the ee Building, and by, this we 
are laid to be build; 
Laith. | 
= And now behold I go bound in the Spirit unto Jeruſalem, 
BS nt knowing the Things that ſhall befall me there, ſave that 


be Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every City that Bonds and Afii- 
in abide me. 

| MS Upon this General Review of St. Paul's Life and his 
A e it was that he was going on doing his 
f mg Duty. 

fle was now carrying up a Supply that he had ga- 


thered in the Churches of Greece for the Brethren at 
Feruſalem, who, what by Reaſon of the Famine that 


had been in thoſe Parts, and what by the Unkindneſs 
of their Countrymen, wanted that Relief: Hereſol- 
reed to be at Feruſalem this Pentecoſt, and though he 
had Reaſon ro apprehend that the Fews who perſecu- 
ed him in all Places through which he went, would 
rend thither before him ſevere and falſe Repreſentati- 


e as of his Conduct; and "= knew how apt they were 
g to 


ug up our ſelves in our moſt holy 


Ver. 22, 23. 


2 
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Ver, 24. 


Rom, vili.35+ he felt now ſtirring powerfully within him, Whoſhb 


which the Verſe begins may be rendered, I make » 


to receive ill Impreſſions, and to proſecute theſe with 4 
the utmoſt Fury, ſo that he had Reaſon enough from 


the Knowledge he had of their Temper and Principles, 12 


with which he had been once deeply tinctured himſelf, 


to look for an ill Reception there ; yet this was not 
all: Inſpired Men did in the Cities through which 
he paſſed, tell him from a Motion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
that Bonds and Afflictions did abide him there. Theſe thing 
were apt te work on the natural Man: And Chriſt 
having told his Diſciples that when they were perſecut 
in one City, they might fly to another, that might ſeemto 
warrant his avoiding theſe, and his going to labour 
elſewhere : Yet he had a Preſſure upon his Spirit, by 
which he felt himſelf as one bound to go thither. f 
ſeems there was no more revealed to him then, but 
that he ought to go to Feruſalem, the reſt was to be 
opened to him in due time. 


But none of theſe Things move me neither count I my Lit 


dear unto my ſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my Courſe with Ju 
and the Miniſtry which I have received of the Lord Feſw i 
teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace of GS. The Words with 


Account of theſe Things, or bring them not into the 
Reckoning: He eſteemed them as nothing: Tho: 
which follow neither count I my Life dear unto me that 


might finiſh, may be well rendered, ſo dear unto me as thi N 


I may finiſh, 
None of theſe Things moved bim: So far from ſhaking 
him, that they did not ſo much as move him. Great 


Soul! What could move him if theſe did not? He had N 


a little before that written to the Romans that which 


ſeparate us from the Love of Chriſt ? Shall Tribulation, „ 
Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, or Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peri, 
or Sword? Nay in all theſe things we are more than Conqu 
rors, through him who loved w. He was fixed: Hi 
Heart was fixed truſting in the Lord, ſo that he was no! 


afraid 
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IS fraid of thoſe evil Tidings. Bonds and Impriſonments 
BZ were but feeble Terrours to one, to whom Life it ſelf 
v1 not ſo dear, but that he was ready to give it up and 
o finiſh bis Courſe with Foy, how ſevere ſoever the laſt 
Steps of it might be: He knew he was to receive his 
KS Crown when he had finiſhed his Courſe; and to enter 
© into the Foy of his Lord. He was reſolved to perſiſt in 
his Miniſtry till God ſhould put a Stop to it, who 
dad committed to him a noble Share in that glorious 
Work, in which he laboured more abundantly than 
0 l all the A oſtles. . 
Hie re olved to go on teſtifying the Goſpel, or the glad 
1 Tidings of God's Grace and Favour to Mankind. He had 
been long a Diſciple of the Croſs, and was ready to 
ole his Life that he might ſave it. 
And now let us enter into our own Hearts, and ask 
our ſelves, what Emotion do we feel within our ſelves 
opon the preſent Proſpect of Danger, with which both 
Friends and Enemies ſeem to be fo much poſſeſſed ? 
Do our Minds fink within us? Are we inwardly caſt 
own? If we are the true Diſciples of Chriſt we will 
eher lift up our Heads and rejoyce, becauſe our Redemption 
ut near. We may indeed tremble for the Ark of 
6%, for the viſible Profeſſion of his holy Goſpel, 
which is perhaps in imminent Danger, we may trem- 
ble for the great Numbers that we may fear, will fall 
a the evil Day, and renounce their holy Religion: 


ring We may be alſo juſtly afraid of our ſelves, leſt we fall 
rex into the Snare of the Devil. A juſt Fear on all theſe 
had Accounts is what well becomes us: But this inſtead 
hich of weakening our Faith will heighten it: When we 
of Yu no Confidence in our ſelves, and go not out in 
n „eur own Strength, but take hold of his Strength who 
pen "ll guide us by his Council, and afterwards receive us to his 
nqu ry. Let us raiſe up our Minds to conſider the glo- 


| 10us Recompence of Reward that is ſer before us ; thar 
lis may animate us to rake wp the Craſt, if God calls us 
afra WE 6 2 to 


4 


A CHARGE given 


1 


to ſuffer with Foy; counting it an Honour mot only t 
believe but to ſuffer for his Name, who ſuffered for us, and 
bore our Sins on his own Body, Then we become truly 
his Diſciples: We may reckon that our patient Suf. 
fering will much advance the Honour of our holy Re. 
ligion. It will ſhew that we truly believe it, when 
we are ready to die for it: And ſince we mult believe 
that God will be with us in ſo glorious a Manner, x; 
he was with all the bleſſed Company of Martyrs whe 
ſealed the Faith with their Blood: Our Conſtancy 
even in the-Extremity of Sufferings, as it maſt con- 
found our Perſecutors; ſo it will inflame the Zeal of 
thoſe, who might otherwiſe ſink with Fear and Diſco 
ragement ; it will raiſe another Spirit in them, and dil. 
poſe them to rcjoyce when they are called to be bu 
tized with the ſame Baptiſm, and to drink of the ſame Cy, 
This was the Seed of the Church; and contribute 
perhaps no leſs to the giving it the amazing Progrek 
that it had in the firſt Ages, than the Miracles them: 
{elves had done. In all Places where thoſe Fires wer 
kindled, the Light of the Goſpel ſhined-out with th: 
more Advantage by their Means. This ſame gloriow 
Confirmation was again very conſpicuous in the Re 
vival of Chriſtianity at the Reformation; in which 
this our Church had an eminent Share. Let us ther 
tore lift up our Hands that hung down, and the feeble Rua 
That ſo looking to that Cloud of Witneſſes that compaſs u 
about, and above all to Feſws the Author and Finiſber 
our Faith, we may run with Patience the Race that is ſetit 
fore us. We may lawfully pray that this Cup ay . 
from us, But when it appears that it is the Wil: of Gi 
to put it in our Hands, ſhall we not drink it? O 
if we had in us a Meaſure of the Spirit of Chriſt, i 
would rather haſten to that Day of the Lord; wi 
Deſire we would defire it, and be ſtraitened in our {elit 
till it were accompliſh'd, We know we muſt all 
once, and can we ever die ſo gloriouſly, and hope! 
| 01 
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do ſo much good in and by our Death, as if we ſhould 
die for him, ho loved us, and has waſhed us from our 
Sins in his own Blood, and has made us Kings and Prie#ts 


for ever unto God? And who has promiſed that if we 


continue faithful to the Death, he will give us the Vickory 
and the Crown of Life. If we are ſlain for the Word of 
God and for his Teftimony, our Souls ſhall be joyned to 
the Bleſſed who are under the Altar of God, where 
white Robes ſhall be given us ; an1 we ſhall be ſet down 
at laſt on the Throne of God, and reign with Chriſt for ever. 
Oh! chat this Proſpect could raiſe ſuch an Ardour of 
Zeal in us, that we may feel we hate not only Father and 


© Mother, Wife and Children, Brethren and Siſters, but our | 


own Life alſo, when it ſtands in Competion with, but 
much more when it comes in Oppoſition tz the Will 
and Call of our bleſſed Lord to follow him, and to 
ſuffer for him. | 


And now behold I know that ye all among whom I have Ver, 25, 26, 27. 


gone preaching the Kingdom of God ſhall ſee my Face no 
more. 

Wherefore I take you to record this Day that I am pure from 
the Blood of all Men. 

For I bave not ſhunned to declare unto you all the Counſel 
of God, Ws 

St. Paul knew that thoſe to whom he fpake were te 


ſee bis Face no more ; upon which he ſeems to riſe in his 


Speech to them with a more ſolemn Authority, chal- 
lenging them all to bear Record that he was free from the 
Blood of all Men, He had given chem both Inſtruction 
and Warning: He had ſet them a Pattern in his own 
Deportment ; He had planred the Churches with his 
Labours, and had watered them with his Tears, and 
ſometimes with his Blood : He had been tender and 


affectionate, careful and diligent ; he had preach'd in 


Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, a Phrate importing at all 
Times, not only upon the regular Returns of their 


Aſſemblies, on the firſt Day of the Week, but upon 
many 
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many other Occaſions, out of theſe regular Seaſon: : 
For this is not to be underſtood as ſimply out of Seaſon, 
In this he charges Timahy, whom he ſent to cultivate 
what he had planted, to follow the Pattern he had 
ſet him. He had connived at no Man's Sin, as he was 
not afraid of any Man's Perſon : He had alſo joyned 
with his Zeal and Care all the Softneſs of Pradence, 
becoming all things to all Men, that by any Means he might 
gain ſome. 3 | | 

It will be an unſpeakable Comfort to us, if when 
we are called to make up our Accounts, we dare look 
back, and find that we have no Guile but our own 
to be charged with; that is heavy enough God knows. 
If the Guilt of Blood ſhed by any has a Cry, how 
much a louder Cry will the Loſs of Souls have before 
God ? If our Example has had an ill Influence, eicher 
to draw any to Sin, or toencourage them to continue 
in it, how black and crying is this Guilt? And with 
how much Sorrow, and how many Tears is it to be 


waſh'd off? And with what Earneſtneſs ought we to 


pray for ſuch Perſons, on whom any thing that they 
have ſeen in us may have ſuch fatal Effects? But if 
we have not been guilty in ſo crying a manner, yet 
God will require at our Hands the Blood of all thoſe 
who by our Remiſſneſs, and by our Failing in our 
Duty, have cither been left ro continue or to live on 
in Sin, chiefly if a fecble Fear has reſtrained us, or a 
criminal Indulgence to ſuch as are kind to us has 
ftop'd our Mouths, ſo that we gave them no Warning, 
but left them to ſleep on in their Sins till they periſh'd 
in them. We will feel this to be a Load upon us able 
to fink us when we think have we left thoſe Souls to 
periſh for whom Chrift died! And that on any mean or 
baſe Ends. Have we declared to them all the Counſel 
of God? Have we ſet the Terrours of God before them? 
And have we beſought them by the Mercies of God? 


Ilave we been careful to inffruct the Ignorant, to help 
| the 
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the Poor, to ſupport the Weak, and to relieve them as 
we are able, or to procure Relief to them? Have we 
ſtudied to enter into the Council of God? Have we 
read the Scriptures much, and laboured to attain to a 
Spiritual Underſtanding of them, by frequent Prayers 
and Meditations ? 
St. Paul from theſe Promiſes comes to the Main of 
his Exhortation, Take beed therefore unto your ſelves and to Ver. 28. 
all the Flock over the which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you 
Overſeers, to feed the Church of God which he bath pur- 
chaſed with his own Blood. We muſt firſt watch over 
our Selves, if we would watch over others with Suc- 
ceſs ; We muſt look to our Deportment, for the World, 
both the good and the bad, obſerve us: The good 
are edified when they ſee our good Converſation, as a 
Pattern teaching them how to follow us as we follow 
EZ Chriſt : They are not a little caſt down when they ſee 
= Things amiſs in us. The bad are confounded, when 
they find nothing in us to gratifie their Malice, they 
wait for our Halting; they will triumph on it as 2 
Victory on their Side; they will lay hold either on 
real or ſeeming Faults ; they will aggravate them all 
they can, and ſpread them as far as their Reach can 
go. We are as a City ſet on a Hill that cannot be hid. The 
Scandals that any one of our Body gives the World 
caſt ſome Reflections on all about them, while our , 
Enemies think ſome are more barefaced, and others 4 
are better masked, but they conclude all are alike guil- , 
ty. There will be a Mixture of Tares among the ; 
Wheat, till the great Day of ſevering the one from the 
other comes: Yet though it be impoſlible but that 
lome Scandals will be given, wo unto thoſe by whom they are 
given; But though viſible Blemiſhes are monſtrous 
Things in a Clergyman,yet it is only a ſow Degree in 1 3 
Vertue for us to be free of them. There are ſome Sins 1 
of which the ſingle Acts have not ſo foul a Detormicy [ 
in them, yet the Habits of them ſhew Minds no lets CG | 
depraved 1 
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depraved than other more ſcandalous ones do: ſuch are 
Pride, Paſlion, Covetouſneſs, Evil- ſpeaking, and Re- 
venge; theſe do go often by better Names, and are 
called the aſſerting our own Right, our Zeal, a pru- 
dent Frugality, a Hatred of Sin, and of Sinners; but 
let every Man enter into his own Heart, and ask 
himſelf before God, what are his true Principles, and 
by what Rules does he govern himſelf. God is not 
mocked, tho' we may deceive others, and ſtudy even 
to deceive our ſelves. The Freedom from juſt Impu- 
tations is indeed a great Advantage : As for that 
which is mere Fiction and Falſhood, we are not to be 
much concerned init; ſince the Son of God bore 
ſuch a Share in theſe, we muſt commit our ſelves to 
God, and look on this as a Tryal of our Patience, 
and muſt ſubmit to ic as a Puniſhment : But even in 
ſuch a Caſe, we ought, if we dare, to make our Ap- 
peals to God of our Innocence ; we ought alſo to re- 
flect on the other Errors of our Life that are not 
known, but are perhaps of the ſame Sort, and reckon 
that the Falſhoods charged on us, do call on us to re- 
fle& on thoſe Parts of our Lives, that tho' they have 
eſcaped the Publick View, yet are no leſs Criminal. 
But how valuable a Thing ſoever it be to have no 
black Imputations caſt on us ; this is but a low Size, 
to be blameleſs, harmleſs, and without Rebuke : We ought 
to ſhine as Lights, as becomes the Sons of God, we muſt 
not only abſtain from all Appearance of Euil, ſuch as 
a Levity of Behaviour, or Diſcourſe, the unneceſſary 
being in Publick-Houſes, the going toward the 
Neighbourhood of Sin, as if we were trying how 
near we may come to Sin without engaging in it: 
We muſt on the contrary keep at the greateſt Diſtance 
from it : A Clergyman that is much at Home, and 
oft in his Study, 1s ſafe, and out of the Way of much 
Evil: That keeps him out of a promiſcuous Converſa- 
tion, and ſaves à great Loſs of Time; it will not gr 
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be a Mean to furniſh him with good Materials for the 
Work he is engag'd in, but it will create him ſo much 


che more Reſpect from thoſe, who may be from that in- 


"7 


To 
#3 
7) 


duced to believe, that he is exerciſed in ſomewhat 


that may turn to their good, and their profiting. Too 
great Familiarity with choſe who cannot rightly un- 
derſtand ic, muſt leſſen us in their Eſteem, who ſee- 
ing us ſo like themſelves, may come to have but low 


Thoughts of us, and it will take much off from what 


ve can ſay to them from the Pulpit, when they find 
us to be far different from ic in our Familiar Diſ- 
courſe. A meek and a humble, a patient and quiet 
Lemper, a ſerious, but unaffected Gravity, an exact 
obriety and Modeſty, and a Readineſs both to forgive 
and to do Good for Evil, with ſuch a Meaſure of 
& Bounty as our Condition can bear; theſe are bright 
and ſhining Characters, which will beyond the Force 
of any Arguments and Books raiſe our Dignity, re- 
E commend our Perſons and our Labours; they will 
draw Reſpect, and ſilence Oppoſition ; they will give 


an Authority to all we ſay, either in private or pub- 


5 li ck. . b 


This ought to be our firſt and chief Care: And 


is will both diſpoſe us to diſcharge that which fol- 
WT lows, of taking heed to all the Flock, and enable us to 
acquit our ſelves in it with great Advantage. In the 


firſt Simplicicy of the World, the looking after a Flock 


was one of the Primitive Employments : And as it re- 


Equired a conſtant Attendance and great Care, ſo the 
Figure came to be applied to higher Labours, Kings 
Wore called the Shepherds-of the People, and God him- 
elf deſcend to be called the Shepherd of Iſrael, the 
igure was applied by the Prophets in the Old Jeſta- 
Wt, and is carried on in the New, to thoſe who have 
be Care of Souls committed to them; to put them 
in Mind of a daily waiting on their Duty, and of the 
Fender Care with which they ought to manage the 
lock. They have a great Account to give, ſince 
chey muſt not only —_— as all others muſt do, for 


their 
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their own Sculs, but muft give an Account of all te 
Flock, negie& ng none for their Meanncfs, and afrai 
of none for their Eminence. | 5 
The two Conſiderations added, are of the greatef 
Weight to enforce the Duty: The Charge is com. 
mitted to us by the Holy Ghoſt, who has conſtitutedu 
the Overſeers or Biſbeps of the Flock. I need not tel! 
you how weak a Pretepce that which. is brought 3. 
gainſt the Epiſcopal Order is, becauſe thofe who ar 
here called Biſhops, were called Elders Verſe 18. Thek 
Terms were then promiſcuvully uſed. So the Apoſtlc; 
and their Fellow-Labourcrs are alſo called Deacon, i 
in all thoſe Places Where you find the Word Miniſu, 
which is in the Original Deacon. So if this is a good 
Argument, that Biſhop and Presbyter import the fam WE 
Office, it will alſo prove that Deacon is likewiſe the 
fame Office. Elder was a Term importing both Ag WW 
and Authority: St. Peter takes it to himſelf, as weil » 
St. ohn: They call themſelves Elders, which only + IE 
mounts to this, that there was not yet a ſtrict and de 
termined Signification fixed to theſe Terms: but tha 
grew up with a little Time, to be appropriated 9 
thoſe diſtin Functions. . ; 
Theſe Biſhops were by an immediate and an ext 
ordinary Motion of the Holy Gbeft, called to the Wi 

Function, as St. Clement informs us, and in that ſtiia 


Senſe they cannot be applied ro thoſe who are nov 


by ordinary Methods brought into the Service of th 
Church: Yet among us, when any are Ordained Du Wi 
cons, they are asked if they believe that theyare * 
wardly moved by the Holy Gbo#t to undertake the Office, aui 
they anfwer, that they believe they are. This is a Lying" 
the Holy Ghoſt, if thoſe who ſay it are ſo ignorant thi 
they know nothing of it, and feel nothing with 
them that anſwers it. The true Account of this Que 
ſtion and Anſwer is, That ſuch as are inwardly call 
of God to this Holy Function, do ſer about it with! 
ſincere Deſign to advance God's Glory, and to! 
ty his Church: If theſe are a Man's Motivcs, - 
: m. 
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may juſtly reckon that they ariſe from the Motions 
of the Divine Spirit within him, for they are not the 
Growth of the natural Man. If then we have a 
CrarGE put upon us, though in the ordinary Way, 
by the Spirir of God, as ir is no ſmall Dignicy to 
which he has raiſed us, ſo we muſt expect to be 
called to a ſtrict Account of this Commiſſion. 
It is to feed the Church of God, to ſer before them 
the ſound Doctrines of Chriſtianity, not corrupted, 
nor ſophiſticated with falſe Gloſſes or impure Mix- 
cures, to lead them to thoſe green Paſtures, the plain 
and fimple Nouriſnment, the Meat that endureth to ever- 
lating Life; the Bread that came down from Heaven, in 
the true and Spiritual Senſe, for his Words are Spiri 
and Life, not the Sacramental Bread, for it is certain 
that a Man may eat thereof and yet die: So it can be 
only meant of his Doctrine, for whoſoever eats hit 
Heſh and drinks bis Blood, has -everlafling Life, and ſhall ne- 
vier die (the Language and Figure of Life, importing 
che digeſting his Words into an inward Nouriſhmen:.) 
The dividing this Word aright, inſtructing the Igno- 
rant, exhorting the Remiſs, admoniſhing' thoſe that 
are out of the Way, the comforting the afflicted, the 
humbling the proud and ſupporting the lowly, are 
the ſeveral Portions, of which a faithful Steward will 
give every one his Share in due Seaſon. 
= There is added to this another Conſideration, That 
God has purchaſed the Cyurcn with his own Blood; 
you cannot but obſerve here, that Chriſt is truly God, 
the Blood which this Purchaſe coft him is called the 
Blood of God, not as if the Divinity in him was capa- 
| ble of ſuffering, but as the Union between our Souls 
and Bodies is of fuch a Nature, that an unaccountable 
Communication is interchanged between them. What 
betongs to the one Part, is in the common Forms of 
Speech aſcribed to the whole Man; ſo here God and 
Man are fo united, that all that belongs to the Man 
is ſpoken of as alſo belonging to God. Theſe Words 
let forth both the Dignity of the Cnun cn, that it is the 
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Purchaſe of no leſs Value than of the Blood of God, it 
alſo ſets forth the Incomprehenſible Love of God, 


who laid down his Life for.us : We ſee. in this, as well 
the high Value of immortal Souls, as the heinous 
Guilt of Sin that could be redeemed at no lower Rate, 
The Redemption of the Soul is precious, and if the 
Time is let paſs, it ceaſeth for ever. Souls then of ſuch 
Value and fo dear to God, ought to. be: looked after 
at another Rate than many do, who ſeem to think it 
below them to labour in ſuch mean Work, and there- 
tore turn ic over to ſuch a Stipendiary as can be hired 
at the loweſt Rates. Do ſuch Perſons think it below 
them to feed or watch over thoſe Souls for which 


: Chriſt was willing to lay down his Life? Shall a re- 
miſs and ſlight performing of Offices, and the read- 


ing of Eſſays rather than Sermons once a Week, while 
the Souls of the Flock are not all the Week long 
perhaps once thought on, paſs for the. feeding the 
Church ? Shall we decline. our Labour, when he did 
not refuſe his Blood ? Shall we who live by the Altar 
not ſerve at the Altar? And ſhall we receive the Hire, 
without the Title that the Labourer has to it? This is 
an Abuſe that is tolerated. no where, and in no 
Church in the World but among us: And can we mag: 
nify our Conſtitution, when Abuſes that Popery is 
aſhamed of, and has thrown off, yet have the Face of 
Law, and are in common Practice. with us. Oh how 
many Souls, both of Paſtors and People periſh by this 
Means! We: have the Purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood put 
into our Hands, to be ſecured and perfected by out 
Labours. Let us but think of the dying Groans of 
the Son of God, and ſee. if theſe do not raiſe a Ten: 
derneſs and beget a Zeal in us, towards thoſe immor- 
tal Souls, which through our Neglect or ill Conduct 
run the hazard of their periſhing eternally, and of our 
periſhing eternally with them. Let us repeat the 
Word Eternally, Eternally, till we feel our ſelves brought 
under the overcoming Power of ſo great a Though. 


Repeat this Verſe frequently in your. Minds; for Wy 
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come to feel the happy Effects to all Eternity. 


= lowing Verſes; both with relation to the. grievous 
* Wolves, and to thoſe among themſelves who were to ariſe 
and to ſpeak perverſe Things, that I ſhall add no more on 
them; only I muſt inform you of one thing, which I 
did not think ſo proper for a Sermon. Above two 


E Lay-Baptiſm objected to me, That whereas-I had af- 
© firmed, that ever from the Cyprianick Age, the Tra- 


valid, by what Hand ſoever it was Adminiſtered, ſo 
long as it was by Water, in the Name of the Father, of the: 
Sin, and of the Holy Ghoſt : Yet in Anſwer to this he has. 
= objected, that in a very Numerous Council, where. 
there were three Patriarchs and ſeven and fifty Metro- 
= politans, in the Year 1166, all thoſe Baptiſms by Lay 
Hands were condemned ; this reſts on the Authority. 
of Matthew - Blaſtaris a Greek Monk, who wrote in 
the Year 1335: He indeed tells an incredible Story 


though it may be a Queſtion, whether. there were then. 
ſo many Metropolitans in all the-Eaſtern Churches ; 
and that in Countries commanded by Mahometan Prin- 
ces, and in the Heat of the Holy Wars: Ar that time, 
ſuch an Aſſembly might have provoked them to a ge- 
neral Maſſacre of all the Chriſtians in thoſe Parts: So. 


tinople, quite contrary to this; in which he, with the 
Holy Fathers who were preſent, decreed, that when. 
there was no Prieſt, the Father or any other Ortho- 


This is publiſhed by Leunclavius, in his Collection of 
the Decrees of the Greek Church, and it does not ap- 
pear that ever the Greek Church condemned Lay Bap-, 


ſo doing, a noble Senſe of Things will be awaken'd 
within you, of which you- and many others may, 


have ſaid ſo much in the Sermom of the two fol- 


Y Years ago, one of the Aſſertors of the Invalidity of. 


q dition of the Church had been in favour of Baptiſm as 


of this, as one of the greateſt Councils that ever met; 


that this ſeems to be a Forgery ot ſome among the. 
Greeks ; For Glycas who lived about that time, cites . 


the LI, Canon made by Nicephorus Patriarch of Conſtan- p 


dox Perſon might Baptize Infants not yet Baprized. . 


tiſm 2: 
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tiſm: A Hundred Year after Blaſtaris wrote, the Recon 
ciliation between the Greek and the Roman Church was 
made up at Florence. But no Mention was then made 
of any Difference between them as to this Matter. The 
Armenians came at the ſame time and deſired to be like- 
wiſe united to the Roman Church, under the Protecti- 
on of the Greek Emperor; and in the Decree that Pope 
Eugenius made for their Re· union, where an Enumera. 
tion is made of the Doctrines of the Roman Church, 
on the Head of Baptiſm, this is ſet do wn, Miniſter bu. 
jar Sacramenti eft Sacerdos , cui ex officio competit Baptiſare: In 
cauſa autem neceſſitatis non ſolum Sacerdos vel Diaconus, ſed eti. 
am Laicns vel Mulier, imo et iam Paganws& Hereticus baptiſar 
poteſt. The Miniſter of this Sacrament is the Prieſt, to whiſ 
Office it belongs tobaptiſe; but in the Caſe of Neceſſity, not on) 
a Prieſt or a Deacon, but even a Lay-man or a Woman, and 
even a Pagan or a Heretic may baptiſe. Baronim indeed 
rells us of a Practice among the Mahometans, that the 
forced the Chriſtian Prieſts to baptize their Chil 
dren, before they Circumcifed them, looking on that 
as a Charm; ſuch Baptiſms he tells us were declared 


41 Annum Void, for they were indeed no Baptiſms: Perſons fo 
1148. Art,46 baptized were decreed to be re-baprized, if they be- 


came Chriſtians. This was all that he knew of the 
Matter. This is alſo related by Blaſtaris, together 
with the Condemnation. of thoſe Baptiſms, as being 
no true Baptiſms. The Motion upon this that was ſaid 
to be made by the Prieſt or Biſhop of Heracleo, for 
| condemning thofe who were baptized by Perſons 
that were not in Holy Orders, but only pretended to 
be ſo, muſt reſt on the Credit of Blaftaris. | 
To maintain the Deciſion, that ſuch ought to be 
Re-baptized, Reference is made to the 46th and 47th 
Canons of the Apoſtles: By the 46th Canon, A Billig 
who received the Baptiſm of Hereticks is condemned: By the 
47th, He who Re-baptiſes thoſe who had a true Baptiſm ii 
likewiſe condemned. The reconciling theſe two is to be 
taken from the Forms in which ſome Hereticks did bap. 
tize. Irenæus tells us, That the Gnosticks did baptize, 
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in the Name Of the Unknown Father of al Things, and Lib. I. e. 18. 


. of Truth the Mother of all, and in bim who deſcended upon 
$ Feſus, for Union and Redemption, and for the Communion of 
e Powers and Vertues, Baptiſm with thoſe Worde was cer- 
2 tainly no Baptiſm. It ſeems likewiſe, that ſince the 
- Paulianiſts are excepted in the Canon of the Council 
- of Nice againſt Re-baptizing, that the Form of Bap- 


c 


tilm was altered by them. I have all this while neg- 
= lected to anſwer this Objection, but I thought I 
= owed you this clear Account of that Matter. 

L confeſs, I am grieved to fee a Spirit riſing and 
like to prevail among us, of going off from the 
Grounds on which the Reformation was carried on 
and eſtabliſhed. In many there ſeems to be a Willing- 
nels to draw near to Popery, and to think well of it. 
As for Perſonal Charicy to Papiſfts, I thank God my 
= Heart is full of it. IT have known, and have particu- 
= larly loved many good Men among them: But I can 
never enough expreſs my Abhorrence of the Spirit 
that prevails among them, of the Corruptions of their 
Worſhip, of the monſtrous Abuſe of Confeſſion and 
Abſolution, of the deteſtable Venality of all Things 
at Rome, and of the intolerable Tyranny of that 
Court. It is a vain Thing to think Matters amon 
tem can ever be reformed by themſelves. Theſe 
are airy Speculations, to which the Conduct of the 
Council of Trent ought to have put an end 150 Year 


1 


2g0. | 
A Voluminous Author, who has lately pretended 
to have written our Eecieſiaſtical Hiſtory, ſeems to have 
carried one Deſign in his Mind, from the Beginning 
to the End of his 24. Vol. (I have not read his firſt) 
to ſoften and excuſe the Corruptions of Popery, and to 
aggravate the Conduct, and to blacken all the Steps 
E of our Reformers, leaving heavy Imputations both on 
K. Edward and Q. Elizabeth, charging the laſt, as 
having done more Miſchief ro our Church than her St- 
iter Queen Mary had done, ſoftening even Tho. Becket's 
Behaviour with this mild Cenſure, That bis Conduct 
was not altogether defenſible. But 
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But while I call upon you to be on your Guard 
againſt Popery, to ſtudy thoſe Controverſies, and to 
watch againſt the Practices of their Miflionaries, as 
the moſt active, the beſt ſupported, and the moſt dan- 
gerous of all our Enemies; I muſt likewiſe in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, and with all the Authority that 
belongs to the Character I bear, charge you to ſtudy 
to maintain the Foundation of all the -Belief of the 
Chriſtian Religion, againſt the prophane Tribe -of 
thoſe who call themſelves Free Thinkers : We have ma- 
ny noble Apologies ſet eut for the Fruth of our Reli- 
gion, which you ought to carry ever in your Thoughts, 
that ſo you may be well prepared and furniſhed when 
you meet with any of thoſe Libertines. But to thoſe 
excellent Writings, in which the Boilean Lecture fur- 
nifhes us with new ones every Year, let us all take 
care to add one Argument, which is the peculiar 
Glory of the Primitive Apologies. Let us ſtudy to 
live ſo, that we may appeal to the Lives of Chriſtians 
for the Truth of their Religion. 

For the Myſteries of-it, let us maintain thoſe in the 
Simplicity in which theScriptures have delivered them 
to us ; being neither beaten out of them by the vain 
\ Attempts of Philoſophy, nor the falſe Subtilties of Cri- 
ticiſm, nor carried into pretended Explanations of 
what we muſt confeſs is above and beyond our Reach: 
Receiving what God is pleaſed to reveal to us, and be- 
lieving it in the natural and plain Senſe that the Words 
muſt bear, becauſe it comes from Men Authoriſed in 
the Name of God to deliver it to us; and let us avoid 
all Contention and needleſs Curioſities in thoſe Mat- 
ters. 

Thoſe who divide from us in Worſhip, ought not to 
he forgot by us; we ought to infuſe in them a deep 
Senſe of their Obligations, to maintain an Union 
with the Body, as long as the Body is united to the 
Head: and that therefore nothing can excuſe the rend- 
ing the Body, but the being forced to do ſomething 
that ſeparates us from Chrift, I mean ſome unlawful 
Things. 
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Thing. This is the only Meaſure that can be ſet, to the 
Duty of living in Communion with the Body of the 


Chriſtians, among whom we are mixed: And as this 
Duty does certainly lie cloſe to us, ſo the ill Effects of 


many Men's departing from it are ſo eminent and viſible, 
that we ought to uſe our beſt Endeavours to overcome the 
prejudices, and anſwer theObjections of thoſe who divide 


from us. In which we may hope to ſucceed, if we do not 
ſpoil a good Cauſe in the Management: Shewing no 


3 Uneaſineſs at the Favour they have by the Law, not en- 


vying the Liberty given them, nor watching Occaſi- 
ons to deprive them of it: We do not know how ſoon. 


ſuch Things may come to our own Door, and not mix- 


ing Wrath or Railing with Argument, but in meekneſs 
inſtruting thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, (or as the Word 
is) thoſe that form themſelves in an Oppoſition to us, 


not being overcome of Evil, but overcoming Evil with Good. 


Therefore watch and remember, that for the ſpace of three 
Tears I ceaſed not to warn every one night and day withTears. 
After St. Paul had given them Warning of what they 


W vereto look for, both from without and from among 


themſelves, he charged them thus, they ought to watch, 
to guard againſt, and to prevent all the Beginnings o 
Evil ; the Importance of this is, That they ought to 
be quiet in their Station, to avoid the giving any juſt 
Offence to thoſe among whom, and under whom 
they lived; to be ſo cautious and prudent, as well as 
innocent, that by no raſh or ill Conduct of theirs, 
they might giveAdvantages to thoſe who would be care- 
ful to obſerveand to improve them. Perſecution, when- 
ſoever it comes, will be heavy enough, and will notwant 
lo great an Aggravation as this, that we have drawn it 
upon ourſelves. They are alſo charged to watch againſt 
all the Beginnings of Errours, and Rents among them; 
to try, if Differences ſhould happen to ariſe, how they 
might be compoſed before they broke out into a Flame; 
Leaving to all Men a juſt Freedom in fuch Matters as 
are not the Foundation of our Faith, or neceſſary 
Truths; Impoſing _— beyond what is revealed, 
or 
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or what is conducing to advance the great Ends of 
Order, Charity, and Edification : Judging as charita. 


' bly as we can of thoſe who differ from us, as we find 


St. Paul and the other Apoſtles did in the great and 
moſt important Cotroverſie of that Age, concerning 
the Moſaical Obſervances. | 

Jo this St. Paul adds Words in which we may ſee 
a laſting Pattern for us to copy after. He bids them 
remember that for the Space of three Years he ceaſed not to 
warn every one Night and Day with Tears. This was 2 
large Portion of his Time that he had beſtowed on 
this Church or this Province. He made the Conduct- 
ing them his Work, in which he continued unwea- 
ried, plying them at all Times, and that with a warm 
and affectionate Tenderneſs that appeared both in his 
Labours, and in his Tears. . Wo” 

Let us reflect on this, and bring it home to our own 
Hearts : Are we inſtant in our Duty ? Does it lie on 
us, and melt us down into Compaſlion for the Souls 
of our People? Do we follow them in the prudenteſt 
Manner we can, to ſee if we can reſcue them out of 


any Snare in which they may be caught? Do we pray 


for a Bleſſing on our Endeavours? Do we mourn over 
the Sins of our People before God, and wreſtle with 
him in our moſt earneſt Interceſſions for them? Hap- 
py we ! if, when we look back on the Courſe of 
our Labours for many Years, we find this Comfort 
in our Minds that we have in a ſincere, though low 


Degree, followed this Great Apoſtle; and made 


Conſcience of diſcharging the Truſt committed to us. 
Ol! what Matter of Shame and Humiliation muſt we 
find in our ſelves, when we look back and ſee how 


formal and ſuperficial, how cold, or luke-warm at 


beſt, if not quite negligent and remiſs, we have been 
in our Duty. If we do not ſee Cauſe to charge our 
ſelves with great Commiſſions ; yet Oh! what a Load 
of Omiſſions will we feel prefling us down to the 
Ground: If we meaſure our Duty from what is here 
ſet before us, and compare it with our very defective 
Practice? For this I deſire to humble my ſelf, and call 
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on you all to joyn with me in a deep Humiliation be- 
fore God: And Oh! that we may be awakened to 
redeem the Time, for certainly the Days are evil. 

I have now led you in a Thread of Medications 
through all St. Pauls laſt Farewell, till I have brought 
you to the Words of my Text, on which having en- 
larged ſo much in my Sermon 1 will add nothing 
further on _ * 5 1 

I have co veted no Man's Gold, or Silver, or Apparel, yea y, : 
your ſelves know that theſe Hands have falt — — n 
Neceſſities, and to them that were with me. „ 

have ſhewed you all things, how that ſo labouring ye ought 
to ſupport the Weak. 

vt. Paul affirms he had coveted none of their Wealth: 
He would not make the Goſpel chargeable to young 
Beginners, nor furniſh them with Prejudices againſt 
him on that Account. As he had done among the 
Corinthians, ſo alſo among the Ephefians he avoided the 
being chargeable to any of them. He was contented 
W with a bare Supply of Neceſſity; indulging neither 
= Vanity, nor Luxury; and though he had a Right to 

demand this of them, yet he choſe rather in the In- 
tervals of his ſpiritual Labours, to apply himſelf 
to ſuch bodily Labour as might procure to him, 
and to thoſe who went along with him, that 
which might anſwer the Demands of Nature, which 
are eaſily ſatisfied. If by the Providence of God we 
ſhould be driven to a State of Perſecution, we ſee in 
this how we ought to govern our ſelves. There are 
few things that look worſe in Clergymen, give a 
worle Character of them, and defeat their Labours 
more effectually than ſordid or griping Covetouſneſs: 
The very Appearances of it ought to be carefully 
| avoided, | 
It is true where Chriſtian Kingdoms and States 
have ſet off Proviſions for thoſe who labour in this 
Work, they may very lawfully take, and even demand 
t, For this they owe their Thanks only to God, and 
to the Legiſlators ; And certainly it is a much 2 
ay 
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Way to aſſert our Right on the Bottom of Law, 
v!hich here cannot be diſputed, than to run into 3 
remoter and more doubtful Argument of the Divine 
Right of Tythes + In this we are ſure we have both Law 
and Juſtice on our Side. Where the Proviſion is too 
narrow, as alaſs it is in many Places, there the honeſt 
Induſtry of a Clergyman has a Warrant from St. Paul's 
Practice, as he was in all things an Example to us, 
chiefly in ſupporting the Weak, and relieving the Poor, for 
which he quotes a Word of our bleſſed Saviour's, that 
lived in the Memory of his Diſciples, though it is nat 
recorded in the Goſpels. It is more bleſſed to give than 
to receive, the one makes us liker God : But as the 
Charity of the Rich in giving; and the Humility of 
the Poor in receiving Alms, are both acceptable td 
God, ſo in theſe Caſes God accepts the Will for tha 
Deed : He who has a bountiful. Heart, and but a nate 
row Fortune, is accepted of God, not according td; 
what he can give, but according to what he would? 
give if his Plenty were as great as his Charity, 
I have now gone over this Noble Speech with yo 
my Brethren, as I often do it by my ſelf. I know: 
no Part of the Writings of the Apoſtles more uſeful? 
and inſtructing, both to. awaken in us the Senſe of 
our Duty, and to lead us to juſt Reflections on what 
is paſs'd, and to the comfortable Proſpe& of what 1 
may be before us. * We 
God grant that You and I, and all of us, may; 
enter into our own Conſciences, and ſo carefullyat 
tend to theſe Words, that they may abide in as, and us 
may abide in them, following the Pattern here ſer before 
us: And that both You and I may do this, I comment 
you Brethren to God, and to the Word of his Grace, whith# 
able to build you up, and to give you an Inheritance among al 
T4 
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them that are ſanctiſied To this I commend my 
well as You all. Aux x. | 
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